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Completing the Dream...

Will You Join Us?
Bay Cliff is entering the final year of the capital campaign to
renovate and winterize the camp facility. In this last phase,
“Completing the Dream,” there is a very important and major
project to complete.
The girls coming to Bay Cliff have a beautiful, new and fullyaccessible facility to live in. The boys have been very patient
and understanding—real gentlemen—but isn’t it time for
them to have the same opportunity? Replacing the two outdated buildings currently in use with a modern, two-wing
boys’ housing unit is the biggest project Bay Cliff has before it.
“Providing housing for the children is our greatest priority,”
said Dr. Mike Coyne, co-chair of the capital campaign. “It’s
extremely important for Bay Cliff to build a living unit for the
boys that is both functional and comfortable, one we would
feel good about having our own children live in.”
The old units that house the boys from 6 to 17 years of age date
from 1962. They are simply one-story cinderblock buildings
that have been placed on a concrete slab, with no insulation,
heat or ventilation.
The new unit will feature 16 rooms, called cabins, to accommodate 112 campers and their counselors. “Each cabin will
have its own wheelchair-accessible bathroom with roll-in
showers,” explained Tim Bennett, camp director. “This is
huge, because in the old units, we currently have to pick up
the boys who use wheelchairs and walkers and carry them
into the bathroom.”
The new bathrooms will also enable the therapists and counselors to teach the children personal hygiene skills in their
own cabins. In addition to being fully-accessible to children
with disabilities, the two-story building will contain an elevator, making it possible for staff with disabilities to access their
housing on the second floor.
The 28,000 square foot facility will include a large gathering
space and kitchenette. It will also have a 12-foot-wide
screened porch that will run the length of the building, providing an “outdoor” space when it rains.
The completion of this unit will bring Bay Cliff’s housing
areas into compliance with the Americans with Disabilities
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Alex Walsh, age 13, is looking forward to the new Boys Housing—“Like the
girls have!”. See his story on the back page.

Act and enable the facility as a whole to accommodate
groups of over 300 people in the winter, as well as summer.
Bay Cliff needs to raise $2.6 million to build the new boys’
housing unit. The Harley Owners Group Superior Chapter
(H.O.G.) is the first organization to make a major contribution toward its construction. Now Bay Cliff is hoping others
will step up to provide the money necessary to complete the
facility in 2009 and cap off the highly successful campaign.
Each of our more than 2,000 donors can help by asking others
to join them in making a generous gift to the campaign—a
gift to the children and Bay Cliff, where lives are changed and
dreams come true.
Together, we can Complete the Dream. Will you join us?

Snow Days!
Children are often excited when they have a snow day during the school year. Wow! You should see the excitement for
children when they get to have
“Snow Days” at Bay Cliff!
Bay Cliff’s third annual “Snow
Days” took place February 29March 2, 2008. Children who
were age 10 years and older
and had previously spent at
least one summer at Bay Cliff,
were invited. They came from
all over the Upper Peninsula for
a weekend filled with friendships and fun.
Activities included experiencing a dog sled ride around
camp, going ice fishing on Lake
Independence, playing snow
bowling, learning about
nature in the winter, making snow ice cream, answering Bay Cliff trivia questions,
leading songs at sing-alongs,
enjoying hot chocolate and
s’mores, experiencing a
hayride to church and more!
The highlight of the weekend for many was “seeing
my friends in the winter!”

An all-volunteer staff of experienced summer staff came
together to make the weekend possible. The Bay Cliff spirit of
helping kids lead a fuller life was strong. Many Bay Cliff ‘firsts’
took place, snow barriers were overcome and great memories were made.
The campers left looking
forward to their summer
return, singing “we have
SNOW much fun together,
I like Bay Cliff most of all!”

Boys Housing

Over 2,000 individuals and organizations have already
contributed to the Building for the Future Campaign. These
are only a few of our generous donors.
New Housing for the boys is badly needed! $2.6 million
must be raised to make this dream come true.
Dr. Michael Nidiffer,
volunteer camp physician
—Marquette, MI (and camper Noah Hulke)

“Bay Cliff is truly a special place! I encourage
everyone to catch the ‘Bay Cliff spirit’, and
join our camp family—make a generous gift
to help the children.”

Fr. Al Mott, Pastor, St. Ignatius Loyola Church—St. Ignace, MI

“I had the privilege of working at Bay Cliff for four summers. It changed my life and
helped prepare me for ministry. I have asked 17 others to join me in making a gift to
this important campaign—they all said yes! Will you join us? Ask a friend!”

Pat Rudden—Escanaba, MI

“When I see the great things that happen at Bay
Cliff, I’m thankful for everyone who contributes to
making it such a wonderful place. There’s no other
place like it and no better place for my support.
Let’s spread the word!”

Joe and Kathy Kerekes,
Harley Owners Group,
Superior Chapter—
Marquette, MI

“Bay Cliff is awesome! It’s hard to
describe, but visit once and you’re
hooked. Our two sons, Joe and Tony,
have been campers for 8 years. Visit,
make a gift, and get hooked too!”

Tony and Kathy Ross—Sedalia, MO

“Bay Cliff is like no other place in the world. We hope
our gift in memory of our son Michael, will encourage
others to give generously to the Bay Cliff Campaign.”

Norma Nominelli—Hancock, MI

“I was a camper at Bay Cliff in 1945, as a young girl with polio.
While there, I learned that with enthusiasm and fortitude you
can overcome anything—and how important it is to help others!”

Norm and Danny Pestka—Ontonagon, MI

“My son Dan learned to walk at Bay Cliff when
he was a young boy. That’s a debt I can never repay. Bay Cliff needs new housing for the boys.
Together let’s do it!”

Gene Fletcher, Bay Cliff camper—Rapid River, MI (and his

counselor, Mr. Curtis)

“I think about Bay Cliff all year. I’m doing fundraisers in my home town
to raise money for Bay Cliff. Will you join me? — It’s really important!”

Mick and Judy Vonck—Marquette, MI

“Bay Cliff is a wonderful program and the improvements being made
to the facility are very important. We are inviting our friends to join
us in the campaign and we encourage others to do the same.”

Will You Join Us?

Winter Blast!

Have you heard the fish “story” about
the big one that got away? Well, this
one didn’t! The fish in this story was
really big, and the story is really true!
Camper Keven Soults caught an 11pound, 36-inch northern pike while
ice fishing at the 5th annual Winter
Blast weekend in January. Keven
agrees the weekend was truly a blast!
Joining Keven were 12 other adventurous campers. Winter Blast is the
weekend when adult campers from
our Camp Independence program return to enjoy fun and
fellowship in the winter. Brisk,
cold mornings gave way to
bright, sunny afternoons and
a chance to enjoy ice fishing
from tip-ups or in the warmth
of the fishing tent. Even the
sharp north wind diminished
while the campers battled
outside in the everpopular Bay Cliff-style
curling tournament!
No matter how cold it
gets outside, it’s always
warm inside. The Big
House was a hub of
activity as campers made
jewelry and cards and
decorated crafts. There
were card games, puzzles, and even darts!
Everyone was treated

to massages, hearty meals, and delicious snacks.
Campers’ faces were aglow with the warmth of the
fire but even more so from the warmth of friendships rekindled. They often gathered in front of the
fireplace sharing stories…like Keven and his fish
story. They’ll have s’more next year!

“Completing The Dream”
Campaign Update

Individuals and organizations continue to make dreams come
true at Bay Cliff through their generous gifts. “Completing
the Dream,” the final phase of our “Building for the Future”
campaign, is making progress with the help of many loyal
friends and supporters. Many contributors that have completed their first pledge have renewed their pledge or made
a new gift.
• Over $6.8 million has been raised in the
total capital campaign
• $2.6 million needed for the new Boys Unit
We sincerely thank all our donors for their kindness and continuing support for Bay Cliff. We hope you will ask a friend
or family member to join you in making a gift. Invite them to
become a partner with Bay Cliff in “Completing the Dream”.
With our 75th anniversary year upon us, we hope to see our
friends and partners planning to visit us this summer—and
bringing new friends to see for themselves the goodness that
happens at Bay Cliff!
We couldn’t do it without our many loyal friends—from the
bottom of our hearts, a great big Bay Cliff THANK YOU!

Alex Waits for
New Boys’ Housing Unit

Alex Walsh is 13 years old and has been
coming to Bay Cliff for nine summers. Alex,
who lives in Houghton County, is diagnosed
with cerebral palsy, which affects the
strength and control of his legs. He needs crutches to walk on
his own. “People think something is wrong with me, because
I can’t walk good,” Alex said. “I wish they knew I’m a person
just like them.”
Alex is looking forward to the time when he can live in a
beautiful, new housing unit like the girls. “The new buildings
are awesome! Unit one (where the girls reside) is a lot nicer
and their showers are right there,” he remarked.
Alex works very hard in therapy and hopes that he will be
able to walk without his crutches someday. Last summer, for
the first time, he took steps without any assistance! With the
intensive therapy Bay Cliff provides, Alex’s hopes and dreams
have a great chance of becoming reality. Alex is working hard
to complete his dreams.

Bay Cliff Health Camp

P.O. Box 310, Big Bay, MI 49808
(906) 345-9314 • Fax (906) 345-9890
Email us at baycliffhc@aol.com

Our Mission

For over seventy years, Bay Cliff’s primary mission has been to improve the
lives of children with physical disabilities. Today, Bay Cliff is a therapy center
serving children with every kind of
orthopedic, speech, hearing and visual
disability. Through an intensive summer program of daily
therapy and traditional camp activities, children learn to
become more independent and are inspired to believe in
themselves and their potential.
Bay Cliff is a place where very special children are able to
pursue their hopes and dreams for the future!

A Look To The Future
We Need Your Help...
Renovation Projects

• Younger Children’s Housing
(Renovation of existing building—Shady Nook)
• Arts & Crafts
(Renovation/Expansion of existing building)
• Recreation Center
(New construction)
• Aquatic Therapy Center
(New construction of swimming and therapy pool)

Important Dates & Upcoming Events
July 10 3rd Annual Bay Cliff Open (powered by NAIFA)
—Marquette Golf & Country Club, Marquette
July 12 Bay Cliff Staff Alumni Day – 75th Anniversary
—Bay Cliff Health Camp, Big Bay
July 19 Harley-Davidson Bike Show & Raffle
—American Legion Hall, Little Lake
July 19 Open House for Community – 75th Anniversary
—Bay Cliff Health Camp, Big Bay

Stay In Touch, Spread The Word

Would you like to receive Bay Cliff News in .pdf format
through your email, in addition to your mailed copy, so you
can forward it to Friends? Let us know and we’ll be happy
to add your email to our growing list!
Email us at baycliffcampaign@aol.com or call (906) 228-5770.

Bay Cliff Health Camp Campaign Office

310 W. Washington, #208, Marquette, MI 49855
(906) 228-5770 • Fax (906) 228-5769
Email us at baycliffcampaign@aol.com
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