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Transition into the Future...

Living the Dream!
Children often dream of what they will be and do when they
grow into adulthood. For Jessica Manier, a girl growing up
with cerebral palsy, her dream was to live on her own, away
from the cold and snow of her hometown Negaunee, MI,
and begin a career. She is doing just that in sunny California!
Jessica credits Bay Cliff Health Camp in helping her live out
that dream.
Jessica was 4 years old when she first came to camp. “I didn’t
know how to feed myself, dress myself, or even stand up. By
the end of summer, I had learned how to put on my clothes,
eat with a spoon, and was getting strong enough to walk with
assistance. So much had changed in seven weeks!”
It was while she was living in the girls’ unit at
camp that she began to understand what Bay
Cliff is all about. “When you are young,” said
Jessica, “you ask Why Me? Why did God make
me this way? When you come to Bay Cliff, you
see that every child is like you in a way. You feel
normal. Just because you have limitations doesn’t mean that you can’t pursue your dreams.”
Continuing to grow stronger in the summers
that she returned to camp, Jessica progressed
from walking with a walker to using crutches.
She became independent in her self-care skills
and knew one day she could leave the loving
support of family to attend college.
While at St. Norbert College, majoring in
Communications, Jessica felt the pull to return
to Bay Cliff. “It was a chance to give back to a
place that had given me so much.” She joined
the staff in 2006 & 2007 as a counselor in Unit I.
She was a role model for all the campers, and it was a joy for
Jessica to watch her girls become more self-sufficient. In 2008,
she returned as the Unit Leader. “The girls looked up to me
with a can-do attitude—if Miss Jess can do it, I can do it, too!”
Having graduated college in 2008, Jessica now lives in Los
Angeles working as a marketing representative for a major
firm. She still hopes to travel back to Bay Cliff some day. “Bay
Cliff is a place where dreams really do come true,” says

www.baycliff.org

Jessica, then and now

Jessica. “Nobody in high school ever thought I would move
away from home, go to college, cook, do laundry, and live on
my own. Thanks to my experiences at Bay Cliff, I knew I
could. There’s a spirit at camp, a feeling of courage in the air
that no other place can capture. It gives you the strength, the
will power, and the courage to go beyond the gates to live
your dream.”

Bay Cliff...Grow
Dr. Goldie Cornelieuson

Elba Morse, RN

In the beginning...

Bay Cliff was fashioned from a dream of two visionary
women, Dr. Goldie Cornelieuson and Elba Morse, RN,
who saw the effects of poor nutrition on children’s health
during the time of the Great Depression. They dreamed
of a place to bring the children where they could enjoy
three square meals a day,
fresh air and sunshine. The
old Bay Cliff Farm was just
the place. In 1934, it was
transformed into Bay Cliff
Health Camp. In that first
summer, 107 underweight
children attended camp.
The campers successfully
gained an average of five
pounds each and were on
their way to better health.

Polio changed everything.

In the 1940’s and 50’s, polio epidemics were ravaging children in the U.P. Those who
survived needed therapy to rehabilitate their muscles for walking, using their hands,
and even speaking again. The gates of Bay Cliff opened for the needs of these children.
Health and wellness in the form of good nutrition would always remain strong, but
now the emphasis was on therapy and rehabilitation. Polio transitioned Bay Cliff from
a camp for malnourished children into a program for children with physical disabilities.
It has been a therapy camp ever since.

wing the Dream through the Deca

Everything is therapy at Bay Cliff!
Over the years campers have worked towards goals of greater independence and a fuller
life through a daily combination of therapy and camp activities. The skills worked on in
therapy are carried over and practiced throughout the day in various activities...from flag
raising in the morning to star gazing at night!

ades...1934–2009

Dreams do come true.
From the 1930’s to the present time, there have been many changes at camp.
Buildings have been renovated, treatment modalities have changed, and the
operation of camp is now year-round. What has not changed are the dreams
and determination of the children and the dedication of the staff. Children still
learn to walk here, ride a bike, drive a wheelchair, dress themsleves, speak to a
large group of people, escort their prom date, and grow in skills that will transition them into a fuller and more independent life.

Investing in
the Future...

Leadership Gift to the
Endowment Fund!

Dave and Elsa Brule, Sr., who live part
time at Sawyer Lake in Dickinson
County and part time in New York,
have made their mark in the business
world. Now they’re bringing their
entrepreneurial spirit to Bay Cliff by
making a $1 million gift to establish
an endowment fund that will help
secure the future of the 76-year-old camp.
The Brules are known for their family business, MJ
Electric of Iron Mountain, and for manufacturing the
famous Boss Snowplow. Dave sold the electrical construction side of the business in 2000, and consequently focused on building up the manufacturing end,
naming it Northern Star Industries. Dave points out
that Northern Star Industries employs about 400 people, all of whom work hard, take pride in what they’re
doing, and respect each other, traits he calls the
“Northwoods culture.”
Dave and Elsa have been generous in giving back to the
community. Dave explains that he and Elsa espouse a
modern-day, entrepreneurial philanthropic spirit. “It’s
like any other investment in your portfolio except
you’re investing in people and you do expect a return.
You want to know its being used effectively, wisely, and
for a greater good.”
What attracted Dave to Bay Cliff was a talk given by
executive director Tim Bennett in Iron Mountain two
years ago. Both men were at a meeting to firm up plans
for Bay Cliff to host a camp for children with diabetes.
“Tim’s message just captured me,” Dave recalls. A year
later, the Brules visited that diabetes camp. As Tim gave
them a tour of Bay Cliff, they listened to him describe
the facility’s mission, but more importantly, they
observed the camp in operation.
“We were now witnessing firsthand what was going on
there and that threw us over the top.” Dave says.
Elsa agrees. “It took us less than five minutes to know
we wanted to contribute. The qualities of Bay Cliff
were so obvious. The integrity in the way things are
done was palpable. The respect, the dignity and espe-

cially the kindness which underpins the efforts of the
entire organization inspired us. One can’t help but want
to participate in this remarkable success story that
increases immeasurably the quality of life for so many.”
The Brule’s are happy to add Bay Cliff to the list of
worthwhile programs they support. The idea of giving a
leadership gift to what Bay Cliff hopes will grow to a $10
million endowment fund suits them well. “That really
resonated with us, because it speaks to the future. To
empower this remarkable and worthy institution to
continue is essential.” Dave says.
“These are extremely difficult times to raise money.
We’re trying to provide encouragement that the philanthropic community hasn’t dried up. It hasn’t gone
away. There are a lot of people in the Upper Peninsula
of Michigan who give from the heart as much as they
can. And we happen to be in a position to step up to the
plate when the going is the toughest.”
Elsa agrees that charitable contributions are more important now than ever and hopes the giving spirit will be
infectious. “This is so worthwhile. We hope others will
feel inspired to continue their donations and keep Bay
Cliff as a compelling interest, because it’s a jewel.”
Together, Dave and Elsa are making a difference in the
lives of the children at Bay Cliff. Dave says his wife views
herself as a catalyst for getting things done, and Elsa
calls her husband a man of good heart. After 42 years of
marriage, she says, “I think we make a good team when
it comes to this mission in life.” In fact, now that Dave
and Elsa Brule are paired with Bay Cliff, the three of
them make a great team!
We hope you will join Dave and Elsa and invest in Bay
Cliff and the children. The returns will be spectacular!

Future Capital Projects
We still need your help...

Bay Cliff is tremendously grateful to the more than 2,000
donors that have contributed over $7.4 million in capital
campaign funds toward renovation of the camp facilities. Bay
Cliff has completed many major projects but still has several
major buildings that need renovation. As the capital campaign has concluded, the camp leadership will still be seeking
gifts for several remaining building projects through special
donor requests and grants. For more information on future
projects or if you desire to help further please contact camp
director, Tim Bennett.
• Boys’ Housing
(New barn style construction)
• Aquatic Therapy Center
(New construction of Therapy and Swimming Pool)
• Younger Children’s Housing
(New barn style construction—Shady Nook)
• Arts & Crafts Workshop
(Renovation/Expansion of existing building)
• Recreation Center / Sports Courts
(New construction)

1st Annual

Campership Appeal...
Coming in June!

From the beginning, Bay Cliff has been funded almost
entirely by charitable gifts from organizations and individuals—people who care. The parents of the children
who attend Bay Cliff pay only a modest portion of the
cost...what they can afford. That leaves a significant cost
for each camper that is provided by the generous support
of many caring friends all across the Upper Peninsula.
The Annual Campership Appeal is being established to
assure that there is funding for every child coming to Bay
Cliff. While many service organizations and special sponsors have always donated, we hope that many other individuals, families and businesses will become a friend of
camp by supporting this important annual appeal.
The Campership Appeal will be coming your way
in June as we begin another
great summer at Bay
Cliff. Please watch for it
you for upport!
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Our Mission

For over seventy years, Bay Cliff’s primary mission has been to improve
the lives of children with physical disabilities. Today, Bay Cliff is a therapy
center serving children with every
kind of orthopedic, speech, hearing
and visual disability. Through an intensive summer program of daily therapy and traditional camp activities,
children learn to become more independent and are
inspired to believe in themselves and their potential.
Bay Cliff is a place where very special children are able
to pursue their hopes and dreams for the future!

The Power of a Gift...
Development Fund

Bay Cliff Health Camp has established a development fund
that will provide long-term investment funds, and ensure the
continued operation and success of the camp. Today, thanks
to generous gifts and bequests, the development fund balance is nearly $2.3 million. The Bay Cliff Board seeks to build
the fund to $10 million, which will provide important income
to meet Bay Cliff’s present needs and also allow the program
to grow. Contributions to the fund can be made for general
unrestricted use, or as an endowment gift which preserves
the principle. If you would like more information on making
a general or endowed gift, an estate or memorial gift or other
special gift, please contact the camp director.

Important Dates & Upcoming Events

June 20, 2009
July 16, 2009
July 18, 2009
July 18, 2009

August 23, 2009

Children’s Summer Session

Seven Week Therapy Program

Annual Bay Cliff Open
(Powered by NAIFA)

Marquette Golf & Country Club

Harley Davidson Bike Show
& Raffle

American Legion Hall, Little Lake

Camp Open House

Bay Cliff Health Camp

Camp Independence

Adults with Physical Disabilities

September 10, 2009 Adapted Paddling Workshop
Instructor Training

September 14, 2009 Post Polio Health & Wellness
Retreat for Polio Survivors

Bay Cliff Health Camp
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