
TEEN AMBASSADORS FOR BAY CLIFF

Bay Cliff News
Make New Friends, But Keep the Old...

Spring is in the air, and so are thoughts of “prom” in the minds
of teens everywhere.  Summer at Bay Cliff holds similar
thoughts for the teen campers as they plan & decorate for their
own Teen Prom.  Last year’s Prom King, Eugene Fletcher, and
Prom Queen, Jamie Glenn, will be happily remembering this
gala event as they look forward to the summer! 

This summer will be the last time for these two 17 year old
teens in the children’s session.  Gene & Jamie have been
friends at camp for many years. Although the Prom is a high-
light, it is only one aspect of what’s on their bright minds.
Therapy comes first for these two goal-oriented teens, and
like all the teen campers, they are involved in the busy Teen
Program. The teens also have the unique responsibility of
greeting and hosting guests at camp. As they tour guests, the
teens share what camp is all about.  The Teens are truly ambas-
sadors for Bay Cliff.  Jamie & Gene are exemplary in that role
- on and off camp! 

Jamie is the daughter of John & Sandy Glenn of McMillan, MI,
and a sophomore at Newberry High School. She has attended
Bay Cliff for 10 summers diligently working on goals in physical
& occupational therapy.  Jamie plans & sets goals for herself and
is driven to accomplish them. She’s a leader and a formidable
force on the soccer field with the Bay Cliff Crutch Club!  No
one would have guessed that this shy, quiet, soft-spoken girl
would someday have the courage & confidence to speak in
front of a group. Another goal accomplished!  Jamie has spo-
ken on behalf of Bay Cliff to various service organizations in
her home area and at a fall convention of the U.P. General
Federated Women’s Club.  She also spoke at the 2011 annual
meeting of the Bay Cliff Board of Directors. Jamie’s message is
always about what Bay Cliff means to her: determination &
hard work to accomplish goals, and the importance of sup-
portive friendships. 

Gene is the son of Mike & Naomi Fletcher of Rapid River, MI,
and a senior at Big Bay de Noc High School. He has attended Bay
Cliff for 9 summers growing in his skills through physical, occu-
pational, and speech therapy.  A resourceful, inventive young

man, Gene came up with a creative fundraiser in 2009.  Known
as the “Trek to Bay Cliff,” Gene raised over $26,000 (which was
anonymously matched) by driving his power wheelchair 100
miles from Lake Michigan to Lake Superior! In his words, he did
it to give back for what he has been given.  Gene also repre-
sented Bay Cliff at the state convention of the General
Federated Women’s Club. He, too, spoke to the Board of
Directors at the annual meeting emphasizing the values of self-
reliance, responsibility and friendship. Gene feels camp has
helped prepare him to meet the world head on!

The thoughts of Gene and Jamie turn to prom this time of
year... and to another summer with friends at Bay Cliff!
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Championship Soccer at Bay Cliff!
Crutch Club Soccer? You bet!  It all
started in therapy with campers
who use crutches gathering togeth-
er once a week to work on balance,
endurance, strength and equip-
ment care.  They learned from each
other, and before long the campers
began asking “When are we having
the ‘crutch club’ again?”  The name
stuck - and then they became pas-
sionate about soccer.

Crutch Club Soccer is a sensational
Bay Cliff athletic event.  In Round 1,
athletes advance the ball using their
crutches.  In Round 2, they are only
allowed to use their feet to move
the ball.  Then in Round 3, it’s all out
- crutches & feet!  The skills gained
on the field compliment their gains
towards therapy goals.  

Weekly practices lead up to the
highly anticipated Crutch Club
Soccer Championship - boys vs. girls! 

Excitement is in the air as the whole
camp gathers for the big match.
They are impressed with the ath-
lete’s fancy footwork, determina-
tion, teamwork and sportsmanship.
As the ball nears the goal, the crowd
goes wild!   

The girls were the champions in
2010, and the boys won the title last
summer.  Who will win this year? 

We have heard rumors that some of
the campers are “Spring Training”
back home.  The excitement and
anticipation continues to build
towards this year’s re-match!   

Go Crutch Club!



It’s a Picnic…

…

t all began in the orchard.
The dream of a camp for children that
was to become Bay Cliff Health Camp
started with a picnic in the orchard.  Dr.
Goldie Corneliuson, a field physician for 
the Children’s Fund of Michigan, and
Elba Morse, RN, Superintendent of
Northern Michigan Children’s Clinic in
Marquette, had travelled the Upper
Peninsula together working with fami-
lies to improve the health of children
during the Great Depression. Despite
their efforts, very little improvement
was seen as they made their rounds.  If
only, they thought... if only there was a
place where they could bring the chil-
dren... to receive three square meals a
day, rest and recreation, healing sun-
shine and fresh air.  As those thoughts
became more frequent, Miss Elba heard
of a place that might work - the old
Baycliffs Dairy Farm, empty and for sale
in Big Bay.

In the spring of 1932, Dr. Goldie and
Miss Elba packed a picnic lunch, bun-
dled up Miss Elba’s 4 year-old niece
Evelyn Burton, and headed up to Big
Bay to check it out.  They spread a blan-
ket in the warmth of the sun under a
blossoming apple tree in the orchard.
As they ate their lunch, they gazed at
the scene all around them. The farm
with its many white buildings, long
white fences, and sitting atop a cliff high
above the shining waters of Lake
Superior seemed to have a mystical
quality to it.  They knew at once it
would be a dream of a place - a prom-
ised land - for a children’s camp.  Sitting
there in the orchard, they outlined the
program for the first summer camp to
be held in 1934 for undernourished chil-
dren in the Upper Peninsula. (After the
polio epidemic of 1940, the mission of
camp evolved into serving children with
physical disabilities.) It was that picnic in
the orchard that sealed the deal in

minds of Miss Elba and Dr. Goldie, and
the rest is history.

That same orchard is still in use today.
It’s a special place for cook-outs, camping
and fun. Campers toss a Frisbee or foot-
ball and scamper around the apple trees.
The annual chicken barbeque in the
orchard is a highly-anticipated, mouth-
watering delight.  The view of Lake
Superior from the orchard strikes a feel-
ing of awe. Staff members enjoy the
serenity of quiet they feel there during
their free time. And, every Sunday, it’s a
picnic!  The whole camp gathers in the
orchard for the evening meal. Campers &
staff spread their picnic blankets in the
warmth of the sun and the shade of the
apple trees. Everyone enjoys burgers, hot
dogs, watermelon & cookies while gazing
at the panorama of beauty.  That mysti-
cal quality sensed by our first picnickers
is still felt today. The dream of Dr. Goldie
and Miss Elba continues.

I



…And It Has Been for the Past 79 Years!

“It all began in the orchard”

A re-enactment of the first picnic.



Snow Days at Bay Cliff!

I like Bay Cliff most of all!”

It’s 7:45 A.M.  The campers & staff are gathered 
at flag to officially start the day - a snow day - at
Bay Cliff!

The seventh annual “Snow Days” weekend took
place March 2 - 4, 2012.  Twenty-eight Bay Cliff
campers, ages 10 - 17, came from across the Upper
Peninsula to join an all-volunteer staff of experi-
enced “Bay Cliffers.” It was a weekend full of win-
ter adventure - Bay Cliff style.  

The campers enjoyed Nature as they were pulled
around camp by the sled dogs & mushers.  For
Recreation, they experienced cross country skiing
and had the opportunity to venture down the
trail to the beach on snowshoes.  Everyone
warmed up with indoor Arts & Crafts, fireside.   

During the Evening Activity, the boys outscored
the girls, winning  the Bay Cliff Trivia Challenge -
a highly anticipated Snow Days tradition.   

On Sunday, everyone traveled by hayride to
church in Big Bay and afterwards gathered back at
camp for an indoor picnic.  All meals were
enjoyed in the Big House in front of a crackling
fire in the fireplace.  Everyday seemed like a Bay
Cliff sunny summer day, but with snow!  It was
our snowiest Snow Days yet.   

And the therapy?  From independently zipping
up winter coats to climbing the snow banks to
build forts at the top, to getting in & out of a dog
sled, to working on manners at meals - Everything
is Therapy at Bay Cliff! 

Sing-a-longs & s’mores, friendships 
& new experiences...

Dreams are coming true, 
year-round, at Bay Cliff!

“We have SNOW much fun together,
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Remember Bay Cliff 
in Your Will
A gift through your will is one of the most meaningful legacies
you can provide for your family and to Bay Cliff. Your will
allows you to provide for your loved ones after your death, and
is also an opportunity to make a wonderful difference for the
children to pursue their hopes and dreams for the future. Your
gift to Bay Cliff may be expressed in these words:

I give and bequeath the sum of $__________
(or ___% of my estate) to Bay Cliff Health Camp
for its most important priorities.

If you would like to learn more about will and bequest
opportunities, or if you would like to meet with a Bay Cliff
representative, please contact Bay Cliff Health Camp at (906)
345-9314 or baycliff@baycliff.org.

The 2012
Campership Appeal...

Coming this Summer!
A gift to the Campership Appeal will provide funding
specifically for the children’s summer therapy program.
The Campership Appeal is hugely important to Bay Cliff’s
efforts to serve the children.
Last year’s Campership Appeal was very successful, raising
over $185,000 in support of the children’s program.  This
year, we hope many additional individuals, families, 
businesses, and organizations will
join us in this 
important effort.
Please watch for the
Campership Appeal and
help send a child to camp.

Thank you for 
your generous support!

UPCOMING 

SPECIAL EVENTS
May 3-5 Skerbeck Bros. Carnival 

May Fest - Ishpeming, Michigan
July 12 Bay Cliff Open

Marquette Golf & Country Club
Wells Fargo Advisors & Citizens Ins.

July 21 Harley Davidson Bike Show & Raffle
American Legion Hall, Little Lake
Harley Owners Group (HOG)

Win a 2012 Harley Davidson 
Heritage Softail® Classic

Proceeds to 
Bay Cliff Health Camp

Purchase your $5 tickets online at baycliff.org
Drawing July 21, 2012 4:00 p.m.

Upcoming 2012 
Camp Programs

April 21-22 Cerebral Palsy Family Camp
Bay Cliff Health Camp

May 16-18 Camp REACT 
Children with Autism 
U.P. School Districts

May 18-20 Down Syndrome Family Camp 
U.P. Down Syndrome Association

June 16 Children’s Summer Session 
Seven Week Therapy Program 
Bay Cliff Health Camp

July 14 Camp “Open House”
Bay Cliff Health Camp

August 10-12 Camp STAR 
Children Grieving a Loss
U.P. Children’s Bereavement Network

August 12-18 Camp YesICan 
Children with Limb Loss
The Filippis Foundation

August 13-18 U.P. Sports Training Camp
Children with Cognitive Disabilities
Marquette Alger R.E.S.A

August 17-25 Camp Independence
Adults with Physical Disabilities
Bay Cliff Health Camp

September 6-9 Adaptive Paddling Workshop
Instructor Training
American Canoe Association and Bay Cliff

September 10-15 Wellness Retreat for Stroke Survivors
Bay Cliff Health Camp

September 22-23 Spina Bifida Family Camp
Bay Cliff Health Camp

October 15-18 Post Polio Wellness Update
Bay Cliff Health Camp

November 9-11 Weigh to Go Teens! 
Health & Wellness for U.P. Teens
Bay Cliff Health Camp


