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Still Connected

“Every time I cross the bridge, I feel the Bay Cliff spirit that has been

here since the beginning in 1934, and is still here!” says Mr. Johnny

Bullock with a touch of awe and reverence.  He speaks from his

heart.  After 70+ years, he is still connected to Bay Cliff!  

A camper first in 1943, Mr. Johnny arrived at Bay Cliff on the recom-

mendation of his Marquette school speech therapist to participate

in the newly established speech therapy program.  “Speech therapy

was held in tents at that time - rain or shine,” he recalls.  His enthu-

siastic spirit came to the attention of camp director, Miss Elba

Morse, who soon had him helping as a camp aide in the kitchen.  “I

truly enjoyed everything about camp; I didn’t want to leave!”  So

began his lifelong connection with Bay Cliff.

Mr. Johnny returned in 1944 & 1945 as a camp aide.  While studying

at Northern Michigan University, he spent his summers working as a

cabin counselor. “One summer I couldn’t work at camp because of

my studies, and that killed me.” He later took on the role of program

director.  He now held a degree in Art Education, but it was at Bay

Cliff that he sensed another calling.  “Watching what the occupa-

tional therapists did at camp, I fell in love with it and knew I need-

ed to become one.”  He enrolled at Wayne State University to

accomplish that goal.  He was delighted when he was given a stu-

dent therapist fieldwork assignment at Bay Cliff in 1951, and to

return in 1952 as the camp occupational therapist. 

With his OT career launched, Mr. Johnny worked for several years

for Easter Seals as a therapist for the homebound.  His travels took

him across the Upper Peninsula, but with a “home-base”  in the

Northern Michigan Children’s Clinic of Marquette, courtesy of Miss

Morse, the clinic supervisor.  He referred children to camp and con-

tinued to help Miss Morse by serving as the assistant camp director.

In 1956, Mr. Johnny began working at the Michigan School for the

Blind in Lansing. “I loved it there.  The atmosphere on campus, the

camaraderie, and the emphasis on independence reminded me of

Bay Cliff.”  He still found time to return to camp in the summer.

“Miss Morse asked me in 1956 to be the acting camp director as she

began to step back.  Fortunately, I was surrounded by many good

people who helped.”  He continued to serve as camp director

through 1963, when a full-time director, Mr. John Vargo, was hired.

Even though he lived and worked in Lansing, he found time to stop

in at camp.  “I was always interested in how things were going, and

didn’t want to lose touch.”  He continued to stay in contact with

countless campers and staff.  After he retired and moved back to

Marquette, his visits  to camp became more frequent.  “Mr. Tim

(Bennett) is always so inviting.  I love coming to the Bay Cliff birth-

day party and singing the “Cookie Song” with him.”

Whether it’s mingling with staff & campers, sharing camp memo-

ries, or teaching camp songs, Mr. Johnny continues to keep the Bay

Cliff spirit in his heart.  From camper to camp director to connected

alum, Mr. Johnny is the “Hurray” in his...”Hurray for Bay Cliff!”
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“Mr. Johnny” Bullock – Camper to Camp Director 



Bay Cliffers: Coming Home...

Although it’s been 17 years since I
was a teen counselor in Unit I, I
still remember my campers and
how each one truly touched my
heart.  Bay Cliff means putting
other’s needs before your own and
finding great joy in watching the
accomplishments of your campers.
Most of all, Bay Cliff felt like the
safest place on earth.  It’s a safe
place to try new things, be your-
self, and make friends.  Today, I
serve as a county committee chair-
person for camp because I want to
continue to support an organiza-
tion that gives so much to so many
children.  

~Miss Jen (Storey) Dunton
Sault Ste Marie, MI

Bay Cliff means very much
to me because it’s all about
friendships and helping the
children.  I was a camper for
five summers in Unit II in
the 1980’s.  My counselor,
Mr. Mark McCorkle, taught
me to ride a bike, and my
speech therapist helped me
to learn to speak well... and
smile, too!  I worked at Bay
Cliff for 18 summers, as a
Food Service Aide, doing the
pots and pans! It is good to
be wanted and needed. I
miss Bay Cliff.

~Mr. Martin McClung
Ontonagon, MI

My first experience at Bay
Cliff as a counselor kept me
coming back for 3 more
summers in my college
years.  Now, I come as a
nurse doing what I love to
do - caring for people. But
just as important are the
people that I get to interact
with, work with, learn from.
It’s real people - caring for
real people.  The down-
home quality of the staff
fills the air with excitement
& dedication and fills the
hearts of campers with
acceptance, hope and love.
It is the good that I feel
every time I walk through
the gate that gives me hope
for the future of this world.

~Nurse Louise Wilcox 
Big Bay, MI 

Bay Cliff was an experience of a
lifetime for me!  It allowed me to
come to a most beautiful part of
the country, meet amazing chil-
dren and adults who want to give
so much to each other.  I was
amazed that so many strangers-
kids and adults- could come
together and become a true family
in such a short time.  I am able to
continue that relationship as a
Physical Therapist who refers chil-
dren to camp.  It is a pleasure
each fall to see our kids return to
school, with mastered goals and
fun stories of their summer at
camp.  Bay Cliff truly is a place
where dreams come true!  

~Miss Becky (Cheatham) Racine
Escanaba, MI



I may be biased but I think Bay
Cliff is the greatest place in the
whole world!  A sense of hope
for all that can and will be fills
the air in a tranquility that only
occurs once you pass through
the gates.   I worked at camp
for 11 summers and continue to
go back as a volunteer.   I help
with checking in the campers at
the start of camp and visit when
I can.   I am the co-chair for the
Lions Clubs of the Upper
Peninsula for Bay Cliff with my
Dad.   It gives us another
avenue to tell everyone how
wonderful Bay Cliff is and how
important it is to support the
mission of camp with your time,
donations, and monies.  

~Miss Kris Rowe 
(& Dad, Bill Rowe)
Marquette, MI

My first stay at Bay Cliff was dur-
ing the summer of 1958 as a camp
aide.  The conditions were rugged
compared to the wonderland it is
today.  My good friend, Rosalie
Maki, was also a camp aide.  We
had fun working with Mr. Johnny.
When I became aware of the first
Post Polio Wellness Retreat in 2006,
I attended it.  It was the most joy-
ous week of my life.  I’ve contin-
ued to attend most of the retreats,
and I’m accompanied by Rosalie.
She looks forward to the retreats
as much as I do.  It’s wonderful to
reminisce together and make new
Bay Cliff memories too.

~Miss Susan (Aho) Dennis  
(with Miss Rosalie (Narva) Maki)
Gladstone, MI  

Whenever former staff members come back to camp, they say it feels like coming home.  While some of the buildings
have changed, the spirit of Bay Cliff has remained the same. They sense it the moment they see the sign at the entry and
cross over the bridge.  Alums come to visit, but they also re-connect in a variety of ways.  Some give back professionally by
sharing their skills and referring campers.  Others help recruit staff and volunteer to work on projects.  Some help with
fundraisers, and many make annual donations.  Thousands of staff members have been part of Bay Cliff’s 80-year history.
We hope all of our Alumni will find a way to come home to camp and stay connected!  Welcome Home!



...And Staying Connected!

In a word, Bay Cliff is “family”.
It is an incredible opportunity
to learn, grow and love uncon-
ditionally.  You watch and help
lives change, at the very same
time your life is changed forev-
er.  Bay Cliff has taught me and
blessed me with more than I
could ever imagine.  I have
been able to continue volun-
teering at Bay Cliff, both at
their Family Camps as well as
Camp Independence, and hope
that I can continue to give back
what they have given me and
so many others.  I know that
my Bay Cliff family will forever
be a part of my life.

~Miss Kelsey Roy
Marquette, MI

Without a doubt I became a
physical therapist as a result of
my time at Bay Cliff, and I’m
so thankful I was able to give
back and work as a PT at
camp.  Today, I work at
Children’s Hospital of
Wisconsin and my Bay Cliff
experiences have helped me
see the kids I treat as a com-
plete person...not just what I
see when they walk through
the clinic doors.  I am a better
therapist because of Bay Cliff.
Camp is close to my heart.  I
always love to come back -
whether it’s just for a visit or
to present at Bay Cliff’s U.P.
Pediatric Therapy Workshop.  
I hope one day to be back 
again for a full summer!

~Miss Kelly (Bennett) McQuillan
Milwaukee, WI

Bay Cliff is a place where I
feel welcome and at home.
It’s my home away from
home.  Since my
counselor/unit leader days, I
jump at any chance to be a
part of camp.  I volunteer to
meet staff at the airport and
bring them to camp, all the
while gushing about the pos-
itive experiences they’ll
have.  It’s a pleasure to assist
the teens in the adaptive
kayaking program.  I can’t
stay away.  I’m hooked.  I
enjoy giving back what I can.
I just love this place!

~Miss Mary Ruman    
Marquette, MI

I served as a counselor and
unit leader in the late 1980’s.
Bay Cliff, and serving chil-
dren with disabilities, has
been in my heart all these
years.  My summers at camp
taught me to appreciate our
God-given lives and how best
to serve others.  These les-
sons have translated well into
my ministry as a parish priest.
I am grateful to remain con-
nected to Bay Cliff by cele-
brating Mass with the
campers and staff and enjoy-
ing a picnic in the orchard.
When asked to visit, work or
support Bay Cliff, please do
so. You are helping make 
miracles happen!  God bless.

~Father Greg Heikkila, 
Ishpeming, Michigan



A gift through your will is one of the most meaningful lega-
cies you can provide for your family and to Bay Cliff. Your will
allows you to provide for your loved ones after your death,
and also is an opportunity to make a wonderful difference for
the children to pursue their hopes and dreams for the future.

More specific instructions may also be provided regarding
your gift. If you would like to learn more about will and
bequest opportunities, or if you would like to meet with a
Bay Cliff representative, please contact Bay Cliff Health
Camp at (906) 345-9314 or baycliff@baycliff.org.

...and Change the Life of a Child!

Make a Legacy Gift...

Imagine, the good that could be done if our alumni, parents
and friends made a legacy gift, or remembered Bay Cliff in
their Will or Estate Plan?  The impact would be immeasurable!

A legacy gift is often made in memory or honor of a person
or family, and the gift can be designated to support camper-
ships, programs or facility improvements. 

Legacy gifts will enable Bay Cliff to:

- Complete facility renovations and maintain an up-to-date
and fully-accessible year-round camp facility.

- Enhance and grow the “life changing” summer therapy
program for the children.

- Develop new and needed programs for children and
adults with disabilities and life challenges.

- Partner with other organizations and serve people not
presently served.

- Provide financial stability for Bay Cliff to meet the present
and future needs of a dynamic and growing mission.

Development Fund - Meeting Present Needs!

Gifts to the Bay Cliff Development Fund are unrestricted and
will be used to meet current program/facility needs and pri-
orities.  The Development Fund also provides the resources
to meet unforseen financial challenges.  Donors may desig-
nate their gift to meet a specific need.  Donations of all
amounts, large or modest, are welcome and appreciated. 

Endowment Fund - Keeps Giving Forever!

Gifts to the Bay Cliff Endowment Fund are restricted.  The
amount of the original gift will never be spent, but will be
invested and allowed to grow.  The income will be used each
year to support program and facility needs, in keeping with
the donor’s wishes.  (For example, an endowment gift of
$150,000, designated to sponsor a campership, would gener-
ate the income to meet the costs for a child to attend Bay
Cliff each summer.)  The minimum gift to establish a named
and designated endowment is $10,000.

Both Development and Endowment funding is hugely impor-
tant for the future of Bay Cliff and our ability to continue
being that place where dreams come true. 

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of a Legacy gift!

The Power of a Gift!

“Working at Bay Cliff with my spouse, Melody, was one
of the most humbling and satisfying experiences of my
life.  It was really the first time that I saw what a differ-
ence a good program run by dedicated people could
have on the outcome of someone’s life.  Melody was a
pediatric physical therapist specializing in neuro-devel-
opmental treatment.  She worked at camp with some of
the most challenged kids.  In 1985, a new Physical &
Occupational Therapy building was being constructed.
In her devotion to the campers, Melody was engaged in
equipping and developing programs to support the new
facility.  I remember many times trying to pull her away
from her work late in the evening.  I chose to support
Bay Cliff with an endowment in Melody’s memory that
would help the next generation of staff experience
what a difference you can make in someone’s life.”

~ Mr. Greg Cermak
Nature Instructor, 1983 

Portland, OR

Remember Bay Cliff in Your Will

Your gift to Bay Cliff may be expressed in these words:

I give and bequeath the sum of $__________ (or % of my estate) 

to Bay Cliff Health Camp for its most important priorities.

A Gift in Memory

Melody and Greg Cermak
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“Goal!” declares game official Mr. Johnny.
Hurray for Crutch Club Soccer!
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Good Stewardship
Managing Resources Responsibly!

Percentages from 2013 Bay Cliff Audit
Makela, Toutant, Hill & Nardi, PC

Upcoming 2014 Special Events
July 10 Bay Cliff Open 

Marquette Golf & Country Club
Mark Aho Financial Group

July 19 Harley Davidson Bike Show & Raffle 
American Legion Hall, Little Lake 
Harley Owners Group (HOG)

(TBA) Skerbeck Bay Cliff Carnival 
Ishpeming, Michigan 

Upcoming 2014 
Camp Programs

May 14-16 Camp REACT
Children with Autism 
Dickinson-Iron ISD

May 16-18 U.P. Down Syndrome Family Camp 
U.P. Down Syndrome Association 

June 14 Children’s Summer Session
Seven Week Therapy Program
Bay Cliff Health Camp

July 12 Camp “Open House”
Bay Cliff Health Camp

August 7-10 Camp STAR 
Children Grieving a Loss
U.P. Children’s Bereavement Network

August 10-16 Camp YesICan 
Children with Limb Loss
The Filippis Foundation

August 11-16 U.P. Sports Training Camp
Children with Cognitive Disabilities
Marquette Alger R.E.S.A

August 15-23 Camp Independence
Adults with Physical Disabilities
Bay Cliff Health Camp

August 23-28 Joni & Friends Family Camp
Families with Physical Disabilities
Joni Erickson Foundation

October 6-11 Stroke Wellness Program
Bay Cliff Health Camp

October 13-16 Post Polio Wellness Update
Bay Cliff Health Camp

October 20-21 U.P. Pediatric Therapy Workshop
Bay Cliff Health Camp

October 22-23 SAIL Self Advocacy Retreat
Superior Alliance for Independent Living

October 25-26 Spina Bifida Family Camp
Bay Cliff Health Camp

Win a 2014 Harley Davidson 
Heritage Softail® Classic

Proceeds to 
Bay Cliff Health Camp

Purchase your $5 tickets online at baycliff.org
Drawing July 19, 2014 4:00 p.m.

Watch for the 2014 Campership Appeal coming this summer! Thank you for 
your generous support!


