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BUILDING BRIDGES
Spanning Generations

“I believe for children today it is so important to get an education. It’s even more important for children with disabilities.” These words, spoken by alumni camper Thora Hansen,
are more than just sentiment. They underlie her passion for
education and her desire to pass that enthusiasm on to generations of Bay Cliff campers.
Born and raised in the small Upper Peninsula village of
Lathrop, Thora felt the significance of education at a young
age. Her businessman father, Berthal Thorval Hansen and
mother Janey, impressed upon their eleven children the
importance of school and community. Polio, contracted at
age of eight, would interrupt - but never deter - Thora’s pursuit of education.
After seven long months in the hospital as a result of polio,
Thora continued her physical rehabilitation at Bay Cliff
Health Camp in the summer of 1943. Although her left leg
was paralyzed, she grew stronger and was able to resume
walking. She returned to camp in 1944 and again in 1946. For
Thora, camp was an education not only in learning physical
skills, but also in gaining confidence and social skills. “I was
timid,” said Thora. “Bay Cliff helped me to adapt. Many
times I heard counselors and therapists say, ‘You can do this.
Don’t say no. You just have to try.’ ” It wasn’t long before
Thora began to believe in herself and found ways to walk the
103 wooden steps that led then to Lake Superior to enjoy a
campfire and cookout.
Returning to school, no special accommodations were made
for Thora. “In those days, we were just expected to enter
back into life as before.” That included climbing stairs. The
stairs at her 3-story school were hard for Thora, but no longer
intimidating. She went on to graduate from the former Rock
High School (now relocated and known as Mid-Peninsula
Schools). She first enrolled at Northern Michigan University,
until a broken leg temporarily sidelined her. She completed
her secretarial education at the former Cloverland
Commercial College in Escanaba. Thora began her professional career in Wisconsin for the Waukesha Police
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Thora Hansen of Delafield, Wisconsin
Department, and then a few years later in nearby Genesse
Depot, where she served as Executive Secretary for the
Founder and CEO of Generac Power Systems for 37 years.
Education and job training remained important to Thora.
She continued to support higher learning in various ways in
retirement. Thoughts of Bay Cliff and opportunities for the
campers kept coming to mind. “I wanted to give back for
what I received. I’ve lived a good and normal life because of
what Bay Cliff did for me. I learned to interact with others
and concentrate on things I can do, not on what I can’t do.”
Out of this conviction came an idea for an educational scholarship. “Some children with physical disabilities don’t have
the opportunity to go on to college or enroll in a training program tailored to their abilities. Bay Cliff helps to get them in
the right direction. I want to help them go on.”
This year the Hansen Scholarship Fund will be established
which will help build bridges to educational opportunities
now and in the future for Bay Cliff campers with physical disabilities. “I’ve been blessed,” says Thora. “If I can pass that on
- pay it forward - it’s the least I can do.”

Bay Cliff: A Bridge to Living a Full Life
On the edge of the Bay Cliff property, there is a stream that
cuts its way through the woods. For many years campers,
staff, and visitors alike have used an inconspicuous bridge for
safe passage over those babbling waters to Bay Cliff,
but don’t be fooled: this Bay Cliff bridge is not an ordinary
bridge. Just ask former campers Gene Fletcher and Toni
Wilson!

means that she is going to a safe place. This bridge leads to
a place where people believe in her. She experienced this
both when she was growing in independence as a first-time
camper and later when she returned to camp to work on
staff as a camp counselor. Once Toni crossed that bridge as a
camper, it clearly connected her to a new path to follow in
life. Toni says that Bay Cliff is a place where “I got my determination back.” Toni gaduated this year in May with a
Master of Social Work Degree from Michigan State
University. She plans to build her career advocating for children and mentoring persons with disabilities.

Gene Fletcher of Rapid River, Michigan
Gene reminisces that when he crosses the Bay Cliff Bridge, he
is at his second home. It means that he is in a “judgment-free
environment.” It means that he is at a place which helped
him become more independent. Finally, it means that he is
at a place where close friendships begin and everlasting
memories are made. Gene, who formerly attended ten summers at Bay Cliff, is currently living independently and
attending Grand Rapids Community College where he is pursuing a Mechanical Design Degree. Gene has used the tools
provided by Bay Cliff to build his own bridge toward success.
Much like Gene, Toni has a similar keenness for crossing the
bridge. She too states that it is like going home. To her it

Toni Wilson of Kingsford, Michigan
In a way, Bay Cliff is its own bridge for the campers. It is a
bridge to independence, to social acceptance, to hard work,
and a bridge to a bright future. It is a passage to an accomplished and full life.

Building Skills for Life
While “everything is therapy” at Bay Cliff, chores and job skills
aren’t typically referred to as “therapy” by most people.
Occupational, physical and speech therapists can break a task
down into skills such as memory, balance, fine motor skills,
and sequencing. They can also target requirements of the real
world such as time management, hygiene, and safety awareness. Bay Cliff provides a unique environment to address these
needs during real-life activities.
Perhaps you remember the reality of living on your own for
the first time and having to solve issues you never considered
such as how to unclog a drain, balance a checkbook, or fix a
flat tire. At Bay Cliff, under the supervision of an occupational therapist, the teen boys work on skills they may need as
they venture out into their future work and living situations.
Their teen jobs are tailored toward gaining confidence with
tools, performing automobile tasks such as checking fluids and
tire pressure, repairing window screens, and being able to
hang a picture so it is level on the wall. They also gave back to
the Bay Cliff community by building projects such as garden
trellises, harvesting boxes, and flower presses for use around
camp.

Seth prepares the Meg Mobile for the Bay Cliff Parade while working on balance, attention to detail and time management.

Gabe works on fine motor skills, sequencing and spatial relations
while assembling flower presses for use in the nature center, arts and
crafts, and occupational therapy.

Larry, Tim and Bradley build strength and teamwork while refilling
wood boxes in preparation for a weekend of campfires, Bay Cliff
sing-alongs and s’mores.

Teaching skills which lead to more competence and confidence, and helping young adults begin to think about their
future roles at home, work, and in the community are a large
part of Bay Cliff’s mission to help our campers build a bridge
towards independence.

Safety, attention, and the use of tools are all part of Bradley’s goals
while drilling holes into boards to be used for flower presses. Using
the drill press, chuck key, clamps, a bit gauge and safety equipment
are all important pieces of this task.

Bridging Skills Throughout the Year
physical therapy involved with lifting trays and to stay
balanced. I did a lot of bending over which is hard for
me, but got easier. I worked with my hands a lot like I
do in OT, and I interacted with the guests. Public
speaking can be nerve racking, but the guests were all
so nice.”
In recent years, Liz has shared that she hopes to get a job
as a waitress to help people. She feels it is something
that she would enjoy and it “intermingles balance and
coordination.” Her therapists are impressed by this; she
is not shying away from things that are challenging for
her, yet finding ways to improve abilities in different
ways. Liz approaches goal-setting in a mature, insightful
way and she is so good about receiving and implementing feedback. She shared that her experiences at camp
“boost my confidence.” It’s very visible to others that
her confidence continues to grow. “I’ve made leaps and
bounds over the years at camp. I’ve also made so many
friends—friends that I know will stick around for a lifetime. It’s really nice to have that.”
Liz Fleury of Marquette, Michigan
In the summer, our teen campers participate in a job skills
program that starts off with developing their resumé and
attending a job fair to interview with the department
supervisors on camp. From there, they are assigned jobs
on camp that help them develop skills of interest to them
and relate to the therapy goals they are working on. New
skills are learned, progress towards goals made, and many
needs are fulfilled around camp adding to the depth of
the program and care of the facility.
This winter, we added a new job skills experience for
three of our teen girls. They helped us serve our guests
in the dining room! As you may know, Bay Cliff hosts
the programs of non-profits who have a mission of
health and wellness, youth development and outdoor
education. While two of these groups were here, the
teens worked, with green aprons & white hats on, alongside dining room staff that included some of our Bay
Cliff therapists. Liz Fleury, of Marquette, MI was one of
the “hoppers in training.”
As Liz reflected back on the experience, she enthusiastically shared, “I think this was a great opportunity that
helped me so much!” She stated, “there was definitely

Make a Legacy Gift...
The Power of a Gift!

Imagine the good that could be done if our alumni, parents
and friends made a legacy gift, or remembered Bay Cliff in
their Will or Estate Plan. The impact would be immeasurable!
A legacy gift is often made in memory or honor of a person
or family, and the gift can be designated to support camperships, programs or facility improvements.

Legacy gifts will enable Bay Cliff to:

- Complete facility renovations and maintain an up-to-date
and fully-accessible year-round camp facility.
- Enhance and grow the “life-changing” summer therapy
program for the children.
- Develop new and needed programs for children and
adults with disabilities and life challenges.
- Partner with other organizations and serve people not
presently served.
- Provide financial stability for Bay Cliff to meet the present
and future needs of a dynamic and growing mission.

Development Fund - Meeting Present Needs!

Gifts to the Bay Cliff Development Fund are unrestricted and
will be used to meet current program/facility needs and priorities. The Development Fund also provides the resources
to meet unforseen financial challenges. Donors may designate their gift to meet a specific need. Donations of all
amounts, large or modest, are welcome and appreciated.

Endowment Fund - Keeps Giving Forever!

Gifts to the Bay Cliff Endowment Fund are restricted. The
amount of the original gift will never be spent, but will be
invested and allowed to grow. The income will be used each
year to support program and facility needs, in keeping with
the donor’s wishes. (For example, an endowment gift of
$150,000, designated to sponsor a campership, would generate the income to meet the costs for a child to attend Bay
Cliff each summer.) The minimum gift to establish a named
and designated endowment is $10,000.
Both Development and Endowment funding is hugely important for the future of Bay Cliff and our ability to continue
being that place where dreams come true.
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of a Legacy gift!

Hansen Scholarship Fund
A Bridge to Education and the Future

Bay Cliff Health Camp is very pleased to announce
the establishment of the Hansen Scholarship Fund!
This new and exciting scholarship program will offer
financial support to students with orthopedic disabilities, who have been campers at Bay Cliff, and who
also have demonstrated the ability and motivation to
continue their education beyond high school. The
Hansen Scholarship may be awarded for college, vocational or trade school, or other educational training to
enable students to be self-sufficient and lead full and
productive lives. The students’ motivation to become
self-sufficient will be a higher priority in the application process than academic excellence. Initial scholarships will be awarded for the fall of 2016. Information
about the Hansen Scholarship Fund, Program
Guidelines and Applications can be obtained by contacting Bay Cliff Health Camp.
In the spring of 2015, Bay Cliff offered the first in a
continuing series of “Transitioning Teens” weekend
programs, for teens with disabilities and their parents,
to plan for the future. The Hansen Scholarship Fund
will offer the opportunity for students to take that
important “next step” toward pursuing their hopes
and dreams for the future.
Bay Cliff is very grateful to the Hansen Family for
their most generous gift, which has made this unique
scholarship opportunity possible!

Remember Bay Cliff in Your Will

A gift through your will is one of the most meaningful legacies you can provide for your family and to Bay Cliff. Your will
allows you to provide for your loved ones after your death,
and also is an opportunity to make a wonderful difference for
the children to pursue their hopes and dreams for the future.

More specific instructions may also be provided regarding
your gift. If you would like to learn more about will and
bequest opportunities, or if you would like to meet with a
Bay Cliff representative, please contact Bay Cliff Health
Camp at (906) 345-9314 or baycliff@baycliff.org.

Your gift to Bay Cliff may be expressed in these words:
I give and bequeath the sum of $__________ (or % of my estate)
to Bay Cliff Health Camp for its most important priorities.

...and Change the Life of a Child!

Watch for the 2016 Campership Appeal coming this summer!

Upcoming 2016 Special Events

Win a 2016 Harley Davidson
Heritage Softail® Classic

July 14

Proceeds to
Bay Cliff Health Camp

July 16

Purchase your $5 tickets online at baycliff.org
Drawing July 16, 2016 6:00 p.m.

Good Stewardship

Managing Resources Responsibly!
7.2% Administration
4.4% Fundraising

u for port!
Thank yoer
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Bay Cliff Open

Marquette Golf & Country Club
Mark Aho Financial Group

Harley Davidson Bike Show & Raffle
American Legion Hall, Little Lake
Harley Owners Group (HOG)

2016 Camp Programs

April 23-24

Cerebral Palsy Family Camp

May 20-22

U.P. Down Syndrome Family Camp

June 1-2

Camp REACT

Bay Cliff Health Camp

U.P. Down Syndrome Association

Children with Autism
Dickinson-Iron ISD

June 18

Children’s Summer Session

Seven Week Therapy Program
Bay Cliff Health Camp

88.4% Program

July 16

Camp “Open House”

August 11-14

Camp STAR

Bay Cliff Health Camp

Children Grieving a Loss

STAR Children’s Bereavement Services

August 15-20

U.P. Sports Training Camp

August 19-27

Camp Independence

Percentages from 2015 Bay Cliff Audit
Makela, Toutant, Hill & Nardi, PC

Children with Cognitive Disabilities
Marquette Alger R.E.S.A
Adults with Physical Disabilities
Bay Cliff Health Camp

September 17-18

ADHD Family Camp

September 22-25

Adaptive Paddling Workshop (ACA)
Instructor Training

Bay Cliff Health Camp

Bay Cliff Health Camp

1934

The Bridge—The passage to an
accomplished and full life

October 10-13

Post Polio Wellness Update

October 15-16

Spina Bifida Family Camp

October TBA

U.P. Pediatric Therapy Workshop

Bay Cliff Health Camp
Bay Cliff Health Camp
Bay Cliff Health Camp

Bay Cliff Health Camp
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