
GROWING UP

Bay Cliff News

Making an Impact

“There are many experiences in life that can influence the per-
son we become.”  These are insightful words for one so young,
but at age 17, Morghan Contois reflects a wisdom born of matu-
rity. “My experiences at Bay Cliff have taught me how to face
challenges head on and given me the tools to know how to over-
come them.”  She knows a thing or two about challenges.

Morghan is the daughter of Shawn and Cassandra Contois of
Marquette, Michigan. “I was diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy
around the age of two, and that was also the time my family
became familiar with Bay Cliff.  I had my first summer at camp
the next year.”  She was referred to camp for physical therapy
and occupational therapy following surgery for her legs. With
the goal of improving and strengthening mobility, in that first
summer, Morghan learned to walk with longer reciprocating
steps and gained the confidence to walk short distances without
any assistance.  

Each summer thereafter saw continued progress for Morghan in
her independence with walking and daily living skills.
Additional surgeries would temporarily reverse the previous
gains she had made, and she would have to start back at square
one to regain strength, function, and confidence. Morghan
always returned to camp with determination and a positive atti-
tude to work hard to achieve goals she had set for herself.  “Bay
Cliff has been a part of my life for fifteen years. Throughout my
summers at camp, I’ve accomplished many goals from tying my
shoes and learning basic social skills when I was younger, to re-
learning how to walk after the various surgeries I have had.
Besides increasing my independence, Bay Cliff has helped me in
more ways than I am able to say.”

In addition to therapy, Morghan was involved in the Teen
Program during her last four years at camp.  From following the
lead of others as a 3-year old, she became a leader among her
peers as a young teen.  “I loved being part of the Teen Program!
Not only did I learn responsibility, I was able to be a mentor for
younger campers and make great friendships and memories
along the way that I will have with me forever.” 

In the future, Morghan plans to attend Northern Michigan
University with the goal of studying speech-language pathology.
“In my heart, I know that choosing this as my career is because
of the people that I have been able to meet while I was a

camper. I was inspired by how they were able to help people
better communicate with the world around them. Bay Cliff has
helped shape me and continues to help me be the best person I
can be. I know that what I have learned from Bay Cliff will help
me with this new part of my life.” 

“I am truly blessed to have been here.  I can say without a doubt
that Bay Cliff has greatly impacted my life.”  Without a doubt,
this young lady will greatly impact the lives of others.

www.baycliff.org
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Morghan Contois - Recipient of the 2017
Abby Beecher Roberts Camper of the Year Award.

Inset Photo: Morghan at age three.



The Teen Program at Bay Cliff...

In the words of teen cammper, Morghan Contois. . .
“The Teen Program is an opportunity for the olderr campers to learn how to become more independent as they
become adults. Teen campers get to apply for jobss around camp.  I was able to learn how to build a resume and
how to conduct myself during a job interview. Wiith the different jobs I had, I learned a good work ethic to handle
the responsibilities.  When guests come to camp, tthe teen campers give them tours. We’re like ambassadors for Bay

Cliff. We show them all of the buildings around camp, as well as telling them what we do, and the history of Bay
Cliff.  It’s a great way to give guests a more one-on-one experience with the campers.  Even though we have a num-
ber of responsibilities around camp, there are lots of fun activities just for the teens, including Prom and the teen
trip!  You really get to know the other teens and make a bunch of lifelong friends”!

Being a Role Model

Reaching Out To Others

Shining in Social Graces

Creating Friendships Engaging Conversationally
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...Becoming Young Adults!
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Lending a Helping Hand

Pushing Through Challenges

Stepping Into Independence

Developing a Work Ethic

Showing Leadership on the Field



Thank you to our friends who have contributed to
the 2017 Campership Appeal.  As of November 1st,
we have received $154,000 towards our goal of
$335,000.  We are encouraged by your generosity!

Successfully reaching our goal for the Campership
Appeal will allow us to retain the Therapy and
Program positions we have restored, add music
thereapy and continue providing life-changing
experiences for the children.  We will also contin-
ue our efforts to be good stewards, with over 87%
of all funding supporting the children and pro-
grams.  If you haven’t made a gift to the Appeal,
we ask for your help!

All funds donated through the Campership Appeal
will be used specifically for the Children’s Summer
Therapy program.  Your donation will help provide
daily therapy, medical and dental care, food and
lodging, camp activities, and 24-hour care and

supervision - all
part of a typical day!

The cost to serve and care for a child with dis-
abilities at Bay Cliff is $130 for a full 24-hour day,
$900 for a full week, and $6,300 for the summer. 
Parents contribute what they can afford.  This
leaves a significant cost that is funded by many
generous individuals who believe in Bay Cliff and
the futures of the children we serve.  All gifts to
Bay Cliff, of any amount, are important and very
appreciated.  Working together we can meet the
needs of the children.

We hope you will join us and make a gift or pledge
to the Campership Appeal.  We also encourage you
to visit us at www.baycliff.org to learn more about
Bay Cliff and how your support makes a difference.

On behalf of the children who are pursuing their
hopes and dreams for the future... Thank you! 

Your Help is Needed!

...Will You Join Us?

Bay Cliff’s Campership Appeal...

“It has been such a privilege

to serve as a board member

and witness young children

striving to fulfill their dreams.

The children, with the help

of very dedicated staff, are

able to accomplish so much

a n d  g o  s o  f a r  towa r d s  

living a full and good life.

The Campership Appeal is critical to Bay Cliff’s

efforts to help the children.  My wife, Renee, and

I believe strongly in Bay Cliff and its mission, and

are supportive in every way we can.  Please join us

and make a generous gift.”

John Prince
Bay Cliff Board Member, Marquette, MI

“Sponsor a Camper”

Bay CliffHealth Camp

Helping the DreamCome True...

2 0 1 7Campership Appeal



87.7% Program

Administration

Fundraising

7.3%
5%

Bay Cliff Health Camp
P.O. Box 310, Big Bay, MI 49808 • (906) 345-9314 • baycliff@baycliff.org • www.baycliff.org • www.facebook.com/baycliff
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Our Mission
For over eighty years, Bay Cliff’s
primary mission has been to improve
the lives of children with physical dis-
abilities. Today, Bay Cliff is a therapy
and wellness center serving children
with every kind of orthopedic,
speech, hearing and visual disability.
Through an intensive summer pro-

gram of daily therapy and traditional camp activities,
children learn to become more independent and are
inspired to believe in themselves and their potential.

Bay Cliff is a place where special children of all abilities
are able to pursue their hopes and dreams!

Legacy Gifts

Remember Bay Cliff 
in Your Will
A gift through your will is one of the most meaningful legacies
you can provide for your family and to Bay Cliff. Your will
allows you to provide for your loved ones after your death, and
also is an opportunity to make a wonderful difference for the
children to pursue their hopes and dreams for the future.
Your gift to Bay Cliff may be expressed in these words:

I give and bequeath the sum of $__________
(or ___% of my estate) to Bay Cliff Health Camp
for its most important priorities.

More specific instructions may also be provided regarding
your gift. If you would like to learn more about will and
bequest opportunities, or if you would like to meet with a Bay
Cliff representative, please contact Bay Cliff Health Camp at
(906) 345-9314 or baycliff@baycliff.org.

Additional Ways to Give
Development/Endowment Fund
Bay Cliff Health Camp also has a fund that provides long-term
investment funds for the camp's program and facility needs.
If you would like more information on making a planned gift
by will or bequest, memorial, life insurance, annuity or other
special gift, please contact the camp office.

Building and Facility Projects
Bay Cliff is tremendously grateful to the more than 2,000
donors who have helped us to make major renovations to the
camp facilities. While much has been accomplished, we are
still seeking gifts for several remaining important building proj-
ects. We would be pleased to provide more information if you
wish to help!

Good Stewardship
Managing Resources Responsibly!

Percentages from 2016 Bay Cliff Audit
Makela, Toutant, Hill & Nardi, PC

Upcoming Bay Cliff 
Winter & Spring Programs

December 29, 2017 Christmas Open House
Bay Cliff Big House

February 2-4, 2018 2018 Winter Blast
Winter camp for adults with disabilities

February 9-11, 2018 2018 Camp STAR Reunion
Children Grieving a Loss
STAR Children’s Bereavement Services

March 2-4, 2018 2018 Snow Days
Winter camp for children with disabilities

April TBA ADHD Family Camp

April TBA Transitioning Teens
Workshop for Bay Cliff teens and their parents

Morghan and Liz Fleury – campers together 
since age 5 and friends forever.


