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WHAT BAY CLIFF MEANS TO ME
Words to Live By—For All of Us!
“My name is Seth Ventimiglia. I am eighteen years old. I was
born with Spina Bifida and I’d like to use this opportunity to
share some thoughts of mine about Bay Cliff Health Camp.” So
begins the autobiographical account of a camper that has grown
up spending his summers on the cliffs above Lake Superior. Seth
continues, “I began my first summer at Bay Cliff when I was
seven years old with the goals of strengthening the muscles of
my legs and improving my balance. I knew from that young age
of seven that my diagnosis would test my will to succeed, but I
could have never imagined what invaluable benefits I would
gain from reaching my goals. That was over ten years ago, and
it has taken me all that time to put into words what Bay Cliff
means to me.”
Seth and his parents Chris and Joanne Ventimiglia lived in Iron
Mountain, Michigan during his earliest years as a camper and
Seth continued to spend his summers at Bay Cliff after his family
relocated to Oconto, Wisconsin. During this past summer, Seth
was asked to share what Bay Cliff has meant to him over the
years. The following narrative conveys what can happen in a
place that promotes the power of promise and determination in
an amazing young man. What follows is a history and a future,
in Seth’s own words, during his final summer.
“My experiences at Bay Cliff have not only allowed me to
overcome my own adversities, but have implored me to help
others overcome their personal challenges as well. In fact, for
this my final summer as a camper, I came to Bay Cliff with two
therapy goals – to maintain my balance for my golf swing and
more easily create topics of conversation. I also had a personal
goal: to seek out and maximize the potential of not only myself,
but to help unearth the potential in others as well. The truth of
what I have seen is undeniable. I have never seen so many good
hearted people in one place at any given time in my life, and I
can only attempt to show as much compassion towards others
in my life as others have shown towards me at Bay Cliff.
The growth of the campers is always what makes Bay Cliff
special to me. I have seen my peers grow into independent
young men and women, and witnessed children accomplish
feats they would have never thought possible. Although the
campers are what make Bay Cliff shine, I have seen signs of
growth in the faces of those who serve the campers – changes
that alter the course of their lives. I see the staff guide these
children on amazing journeys of miraculous change. The
unmatched motivation displayed by the campers brings forth
unmatched benevolence displayed by the staff.
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Seth—then and now.
The experiences at Bay Cliff change the lives of the children, and
the children end up changing the lives of those who guide them.
A mentor and role model of mine at camp often tells the U.P.
All-Stars when they come to visit: “A person never stands so tall
as when they reach down to help a child.” These words are not
just for those football players and their coaches, but for all to live
by. All who belong to Bay Cliff learn that you can always live a
fuller life by helping fill the lives of others. I have previously
mistaken challenges as things that hinder us and close doors of
opportunity. At Bay Cliff, I have learned to appreciate a
challenge as an opportunity. One of the greatest opportunities
I have ever had was to come to Bay Cliff. So I thank God every
day for granting me the challenges that brought me to Bay Cliff.
I thank God for those I have met at Bay Cliff who have guided
and molded me to become the person I am, and I thank God for
Bay Cliff.”
All of us at Bay Cliff have been blessed to know and love this
young man. We cannot wait to hear what he accomplishes
during this next phase of his life.

The Faces of Bay Cliff...
Meet the New Executive Director
Clare Lutgen

John Webb, Activities Director

I want to see the kids that come here experience the impact that
summer camp had on my life as I was growing up. Part of that
Four short months ago I was
great summer camp experience is tradition and, in that sense,
provided the opportunity of I hope some things about Bay Cliff never change. I hope kids
a life-time: to ensure that a and staff never stop longing to make their way back.
beloved organization
continues to grow and
prosper in an ever-changing
world while maintaining the
power and impact of its
mission. I was excited,
nervous, confident, full of
questions, and eager to get
started. In this short period of
time, I have grown to love
this ever-expanding family called Bay Cliff; a place where dreams
are realized and courage is common. Kindness reigns here and
home takes on new meaning. The voyage forward will require
new learning and open hearts and minds. It will not be easy.
While the road taken may
be different, the journey
will hold true to the
Theresa “Tree” Palmer, Therapy Director
destination. Bay Cliff will
remain a place where all
Bay Cliff has been a guiding
feel accepted, capable, and
presence in my life, since my
cherished. That is my
first summer as a counselor in
charge and I will be
Unit 3. It’s because of Bay Cliff
relentless in that pursuit,
that I learned about
with a great deal of love
occupational therapy and
and laughter along the way.
eventually became an OT. I
I can’t wait to see what the
think Bay Cliff does that for a
future holds for all of us at
lot of young people who are
Bay Cliff!
unsure or confused about their
futures; it exposes us to a
variety of practical career paths
and allows us to see them in
Janet Pinar, Administrative Assistant/
action through others on camp.

Office Manager

No matter if you are here for 20 years or just a day you feel like
family. Bay Cliff to me is family and acceptance. It’s a place where
people look at your abilities and not your disabilities.

Karen Schlicher, Dining Room Supervisor / Administrative Support Jeanne Gauthier, Secretary
Bay Cliff is home. It is a place of healing and
renewal of body, mind, and spirit - for the campers
and the staff. Never have you felt more exhausted
at the end of the summer or upon the completion
of a program, and yet, never have you felt better
about yourself. Goodness abides here, generated
from the shared understanding that each person’s
life has meaning and worth to be expressed and
celebrated. When you can feel this way about
yourself, you know you are home.

Keith Campbell, Maintenance Supervisor
Often I am asked, “where are you working?” I say
that I just go to camp every day. Working at Bay
Cliff the last 13 years has made it my home as well
as my jobsite. Keeping the facility running is a
busy job, but the rewards are endless. The
campers are all so happy to see the maintenance
man and always want to help. Every year we try
to do better to keep up the buildings and grounds,
because, to the campers, this is their home.

Bay Cliff’s main mission is to provide a summer
therapy and camp experience for children with
physical disabilities … but Bay Cliff is so much
more. At Bay Cliff, the focus is on what our
kids CAN do. Bay Cliff is a place where children
of ALL abilities can just be themselves. The
days are long, but the joy you see on our
campers’ faces makes it all worth it!

Martha Process, Children’s Services Director
I want everyone to know how
much they are valued and
appreciated while here. Our staff
is amazing, and every summer I
want them all to know that, which
in a busy camp is harder than it
may seem. I want the campers to
know that they are loved and safe
as we challenge them to grow. I
want us all to understand the
importance of some of the less
tangible things we give. Everything
is therapy at Bay Cliff, but I
believe it is the fact that we work
hard to see the value in each of
us...camper and staff--regardless of
our physical challenges or personal
shortcoming. It is the sense of
belonging, acceptance and
increased self-confidence that a
summer at Bay Cliff can bring that
makes all the difference.

Bay Cliff believes in
the goodness of
people and the power
of the human spirit.

Jason Bush, Maintenance Assistant Supervisor

Paula Holmgren, Accountant

Bay Cliff is an amazing place with great
family values. I feel honored to be a part
of such a wonderful community. Ever
since I started here at Bay Cliff, my heart
has been filled with joy by the
determination of the children and the
commitment of the staff to make this
place one of a kind.

Bay Cliff to me means getting to work for a very special
place that improves the lives of children with physical
disabilities. It is gratifying to play a small part behind the
scenes for an organization where children get to have a
fun filled summer participating in activities that they
may not otherwise get to do, with kids just like them,
without any judgement of their abilities. Whether it be
walking unassisted for the first time, learning to care for
personal hygiene, or working on speech, Bay Cliff helps
children strive towards their goal of living a more
independent life. Knowing that I contribute to this
mission is meaningful to me.

Tammy Keskimaki, Secretary

Carol Luft, Food Service Manager / Head Cook

Bay Cliff is a place
where children who
are “differently abled”
have the opportunity
to receive the therapy
services they need in
an environment that
enables them to just be
“normal” kids. It truly
is a place apart.

I know that what I do at Bay
Cliff makes a difference in
many children’s lives: looking
out the Big House kitchen
window and seeing the
“Nookers” playing in the
sunshine, watching the teens
shine when they help host
groups throughout the
summer, the Bay Cliff miracles
that happen every day, the
pride I have in just having the
opportunity to be a part of it all.

...Who Make a Difference

Bay Cliff’s Campership Appeal...
Your Help is Needed!
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Thank you to all our friends who have contributed to the
2018 Campership Appeal. As of October 15, 2018, we have
received $145,530.39 in donations. We are encouraged by
your generosity! Please consider supporting us as we
strive to meet our $400,000 goal for the 2019 camping
season. Help us ensure that all eligible children may
attend Bay Cliff next summer!
The success of the Campership Appeal will allow us to
retain the therapy and program positions we have
restored, enrich our camp activities, and continue
providing life-changing experiences for the children. We
will also continue our efforts to be good stewards, with
over 87% of all funding supporting the children and
programs. If you haven’t made a gift to the Appeal, we
ask for your help!
All funds donated through the Campership Appeal will
be used specifically for the Children’s Summer Therapy
program. Your donation will help provide daily therapy,

“Sponsor a Camper”

Denise Denholm is a physical
therapist, as well as a longtime
employee and supporter of
Bay Cliff. When asked why
she has supported Bay Cliff in
so many ways and for so long,
Denise said, “I have seen
campers that I’ve worked with

medical and dental care, food
and lodging, camp activities, and 24-hour care and supervision
- all part of a typical day!
The cost to serve and care for a child is approximately
$910 for a full week, and $6,370 for the summer. Parents
contribute what they can afford. This leaves a significant
cost that is funded by many generous individuals who
believe in Bay Cliff and the futures of the children we
serve. All gifts to Bay Cliff, of any amount, are important
and very appreciated. Working together we can meet
the needs of the children.
We hope you will join us and make a gift or pledge to the
Campership Appeal. We also encourage you to visit us at
www.baycliff.org to learn more about Bay Cliff and how
your support makes a difference.
On behalf of the children who are pursuing their hopes
and dreams for the future... Thank you!

develop from Pre-K children to college graduates and
I still communicate with them, though our
relationships have changed. I feel lucky to have been
able to form lasting relationships with campers and
staff over the last 25+ years. Each year, I look forward
to returning to camp for the fun, the challenge and
the growth I see in campers and staff. I’m looking
forward to the future at Bay Cliff.”

...Help Us Reach Our Goal.

Legacy Gifts
Remember Bay Cliff
in Your Will

A gift through your will is one of the most meaningful legacies
you can provide for your family and to Bay Cliff. Your will
allows you to provide for your loved ones after your death, and
also is an opportunity to make a wonderful difference for the
children to pursue their hopes and dreams for the future.
Your gift to Bay Cliff may be expressed in these words:
I give and bequeath the sum of $__________
(or ___% of my estate) to Bay Cliff Health Camp
for its most important priorities.
More specific instructions may also be provided regarding
your gift. If you would like to learn more about will and
bequest opportunities, or if you would like to meet with a Bay
Cliff representative, please contact Bay Cliff Health Camp at
(906) 345-9314 or baycliff@baycliff.org.

Our Mission

For over eighty years, Bay Cliff’s
primary mission has been to improve
the lives of children with physical
disabilities. Today, Bay Cliff is a
therapy and wellness center serving
children with every kind of
orthopedic, speech, hearing and
visual disability. Through an intensive
summer program of daily therapy and traditional camp
activities, children learn to become more independent
and are inspired to believe in themselves and their
potential.
Bay Cliff is a place where special children of all abilities
are able to pursue their hopes and dreams!

Good Stewardship

Managing Resources Responsibly!

Additional Ways to Give

7.6% Administration

Development/Endowment Fund

5% Fundraising

Bay Cliff Health Camp also has a fund that provides long-term
investment funds for the camp's program and facility needs.
If you would like more information on making a planned gift
by will or bequest, memorial, life insurance, annuity or other
special gift, please contact the camp office.

Building and Facility Projects

Bay Cliff is tremendously grateful to the more than 2,000
donors who have helped us to make major renovations to the
camp facilities. While much has been accomplished, we are
still seeking gifts for several remaining important building
projects. We would be pleased to provide more information if
you wish to help!

87.4%

Program

Percentages from 2017 Bay Cliff Audit
Makela, Toutant, Hill & Nardi, PC

Upcoming Bay Cliff
Winter & Spring Programs
December 7, 2018
February 1-3, 2019
February 9-10, 2019
February 22-24, 2019
March 1-3, 2019
March 23-24, 2019

Christmas Open House 4 to 8pm

Bay Cliff Big House

2019 Winter Blast

Winter camp for adults with disabilities

2019 Camp STAR Reunion

STAR Children’s Bereavement Services

Becoming and Outdoorswoman (BOW)

DNR Winter Program

2019 Snow Days

Winter camp for children with disabilities

Cerebral Palsy Family Camp

Seth and Johnny – Crutch Club Competitors!
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