
If you would have asked me when I was in my late twenties what I
wanted to do with my life, my answer would have been straightfor-
ward: pursue a film career as a writer/director with the backup plan
of teaching. I realized the latter would be more realistic and, in that
regard, college seemed the obvious choice. The way I saw it, either
film studies or screenwriting would land me a job where I got paid to
talk about movies. I also knew I wanted to work with adult students
– I had absolutely no desire to work with children – and most impor-
tantly, I wanted my summers off!  

It was a chance encounter that changed all of that, however. After
working in local television and photography for seven years, I moved
back home to Michigan to attend Northern Michigan University.  At
the conclusion of my second semester, while talking with friends after
attending a Monday mass, Father Ryan Ford joined the group inform-
ing us that Bay Cliff Health Camp was in need of male counselors for
their summer therapy camp.  This had to be a sign! I grew up with an
autistic sibling and had spent a year as an elementary teacher’s aide to
help pay for my film degree.  I was in need of a second job.  It all
added up, and yet… 

Now, after spending five summers at Bay Cliff, I can’t imagine life any
other way! This amazing place has truly humbled me—from watching
children come to camp using a wheelchair and leave walking on their
own, to seeing young people with arthrogryposis and cerebral palsy
learn a new technique to tie their shoes—I’ve witnessed genuine and
incredible miracles. 

One of my favorite examples is Patrick, whom I met my first year
when he was a talkative eight year old. Patrick was an enthusiastic lit-
tle guy who came up to my elbow. One of his goals was to put on his
glasses by himself. Patrick not only developed a technique and
achieved that goal but he achieved many others over the course of the
summer.  As I look back, I’m astounded how far we’ve all come.
Patrick has grown into a mature young man and I have found a home
here full-time. What began as a chance encounter has led to numer-
ous moments—all seemingly small—culminating in a singular goal to
be part of the Bay Cliff family and its future.

Gone are my days of chasing local bands with a video camera and lap-
top. Instead, I’ve replaced them with nights spent at talent shows put
on by kids in home-made costumes. Rather than hang out at a back-
stage get together, I’m more inclined to spend an evening at a camp-
out showing a camper how to make the perfect s’more. My favorite
live sporting event is our Crutch Club Championship—a soccer game
in which all the participants play with the assistance of Loftstrand
forearm crutches.

Most importantly, life for me now makes sense. Through the hustle
and bustle of summer camp, where sleep is a luxury and patience—

rather than a virtue—is a necessity, I came to realize a simple fact, one
that took me a long time to figure out. That fact being that Life has
purpose, and that purpose is simply to make Life for someone else
more rewarding. That’s it. Make this world a better place for someone
else. Through the experiences I’ve had and the people I’ve met at Bay
Cliff I can say again, with no hesitation, that I have found that pur-
pose. And I hope to never let it go.

~ Ben Talarico, Media/Grant Coordinator

Like many of us in the Bay Cliff family, Ben’s path to Bay Cliff was
serendipitous. A series of events, some intentional and some not,
brought each of us to this place for the first time.  Many leave for a
time, to return over and over again.  In their absence, they see the
determined, smiling, faces of children; they hear the dinner bell and
the sounds of laughter in the Big House; and they feel the joy of
watching campers achieve and succeed.  They return knowing they
will feel the ache of hard work and the warmth of friendship; they will
hear the early morning sound of reveille and the evening crackle of a
campfire; and they will again experience what it means to be part of
something wonderful and amazing.  Whether visitor, camper, or staff
member, Bay Cliff grabs you, holds on, and never lets you  go. 

~Clare Lutgen, Executive Director

Bay Cliff: Making the World a Better Place…

Bay Cliff News
Never Happier to Realize I Was Wrong!

www.baycliff.org

Spring 2019

Mr. Ben with Patrick Smith, after earning the 
Golden Coyote Award!

…Through Service To Others



Skiing and Sledding!

Friends in the Big House!

Sleigh Ride!

Winter Blast Ð February 1-3, 2019
Winter Blast brings adult campers to Bay Cliff to enjoy outdoor recreation
and time with friends in front of the fireplace in the Big House.  Campers
participate in fitness and art classes along with many fun, outdoor activi-
ties such as making snow angels and going on sleigh rides.  Check out our
website at www.baycliff.org for updates on Winter Blast 2020.

Snow Days Ð March 1-3, 2019
Snow Days provides an opportunity for summer campers to gather
together with friends for a fun-filled weekend of winter recreation,
activities, games, and song.  Whether by the hearth in the Big House or
around a snow-bound campfire, Snow Days warms the hearts of every-
one present. For more information regarding Snow Days 2020, check
out our website www.baycliff.org for updates.

Cerebral Palsy (CP) Family Camp Ð 
March 23-24, 2019
Cerebral Palsy Family Camp provides an opportunity for building rela-
tionships and fostering new learning in a camp environment.
Professionals and camp staff provide valuable information and family net-
working opportunities throughout the weekend.  For more information
visit our website at www.baycliff.org or contact Theresa Palmer at
tpalmer@baycliff.org or phone (906)345- 9314. 
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