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Bay Cliff: Making the World a Better Place…

Never Happier to Realize I Was Wrong!
If you would have asked me when I was in my late twenties what I
wanted to do with my life, my answer would have been straightforward: pursue a film career as a writer/director with the backup plan
of teaching. I realized the latter would be more realistic and, in that
regard, college seemed the obvious choice. The way I saw it, either
film studies or screenwriting would land me a job where I got paid to
talk about movies. I also knew I wanted to work with adult students
– I had absolutely no desire to work with children – and most importantly, I wanted my summers off!
It was a chance encounter that changed all of that, however. After
working in local television and photography for seven years, I moved
back home to Michigan to attend Northern Michigan University. At
the conclusion of my second semester, while talking with friends after
attending a Monday mass, Father Ryan Ford joined the group informing us that Bay Cliff Health Camp was in need of male counselors for
their summer therapy camp. This had to be a sign! I grew up with an
autistic sibling and had spent a year as an elementary teacher’s aide to
help pay for my film degree. I was in need of a second job. It all
added up, and yet…
Now, after spending five summers at Bay Cliff, I can’t imagine life any
other way! This amazing place has truly humbled me—from watching
children come to camp using a wheelchair and leave walking on their
own, to seeing young people with arthrogryposis and cerebral palsy
learn a new technique to tie their shoes—I’ve witnessed genuine and
incredible miracles.
One of my favorite examples is Patrick, whom I met my first year
when he was a talkative eight year old. Patrick was an enthusiastic little guy who came up to my elbow. One of his goals was to put on his
glasses by himself. Patrick not only developed a technique and
achieved that goal but he achieved many others over the course of the
summer. As I look back, I’m astounded how far we’ve all come.
Patrick has grown into a mature young man and I have found a home
here full-time. What began as a chance encounter has led to numerous moments—all seemingly small—culminating in a singular goal to
be part of the Bay Cliff family and its future.
Gone are my days of chasing local bands with a video camera and laptop. Instead, I’ve replaced them with nights spent at talent shows put
on by kids in home-made costumes. Rather than hang out at a backstage get together, I’m more inclined to spend an evening at a campout showing a camper how to make the perfect s’more. My favorite
live sporting event is our Crutch Club Championship—a soccer game
in which all the participants play with the assistance of Loftstrand
forearm crutches.
Most importantly, life for me now makes sense. Through the hustle
and bustle of summer camp, where sleep is a luxury and patience—
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Mr. Ben with Patrick Smith, after earning the
Golden Coyote Award!
rather than a virtue—is a necessity, I came to realize a simple fact, one
that took me a long time to figure out. That fact being that Life has
purpose, and that purpose is simply to make Life for someone else
more rewarding. That’s it. Make this world a better place for someone
else. Through the experiences I’ve had and the people I’ve met at Bay
Cliff I can say again, with no hesitation, that I have found that purpose. And I hope to never let it go.
~ Ben Talarico, Media/Grant Coordinator
Like many of us in the Bay Cliff family, Ben’s path to Bay Cliff was
serendipitous. A series of events, some intentional and some not,
brought each of us to this place for the first time. Many leave for a
time, to return over and over again. In their absence, they see the
determined, smiling, faces of children; they hear the dinner bell and
the sounds of laughter in the Big House; and they feel the joy of
watching campers achieve and succeed. They return knowing they
will feel the ache of hard work and the warmth of friendship; they will
hear the early morning sound of reveille and the evening crackle of a
campfire; and they will again experience what it means to be part of
something wonderful and amazing. Whether visitor, camper, or staff
member, Bay Cliff grabs you, holds on, and never lets you go.
~Clare Lutgen, Executive Director

…Through Service To Others

Winter Blast – February 1-3, 2019
Winter Blast brings adult campers to Bay Cliff to enjoy outdoor recreation
and time with friends in front of the fireplace in the Big House. Campers
participate in fitness and art classes along with many fun, outdoor activities such as making snow angels and going on sleigh rides. Check out our
website at www.baycliff.org for updates on Winter Blast 2020.

Sleigh Ride!

Friends in the Big House!

Snow Days – March 1-3, 2019
Snow Days provides an opportunity for summer campers to gather
together with friends for a fun-filled weekend of winter recreation,
activities, games, and song. Whether by the hearth in the Big House or
around a snow-bound campfire, Snow Days warms the hearts of everyone present. For more information regarding Snow Days 2020, check
out our website www.baycliff.org for updates.

Skiing and Sledding!

Cerebral Palsy (CP) Family Camp –
March 23-24, 2019
Cerebral Palsy Family Camp provides an opportunity for building relationships and fostering new learning in a camp environment.
Professionals and camp staff provide valuable information and family networking opportunities throughout the weekend. For more information
visit our website at www.baycliff.org or contact Theresa Palmer at
tpalmer@baycliff.org or phone (906)345- 9314.

Brother helping Brother!

Visit our

2019: An Exciting Year for Bay Cliff Programming!

BAY CLIFF SUMMER THERAPY CAMP: JUNE 15 / 16 – AUGUST 3, 2019
For over 80 years, children have been gathering at Bay Cliff Health Camp to spend a summer working towards greater strength, endurance, and independence. Children between the ages of 3-17 years draw together each summer to reunite with old friends while eagerly anticipating the new friendships
that will develop during Bay Cliff’s 7-week, residential, therapy camp. Campers and staff come together to work towards greater independence and richness of life and in doing so their lives will be transformed. Each camper carries their hopes and dreams across the bridge and through the gates of Bay
Cliff, knowing they are entering a special place where all are valued for their abilities; where hard work prevails; where successes will be celebrated and
love and respect will carry the day.. This is, or will become, their home away from home. Come. Join the Bay Cliff family. For more information on
employment opportunities or the camper referral process, visit our website at www.baycliff.org or phone us at (906)345-9314. You may also contact Theresa
Palmer (Therapy Director) at tpalmer@baycliff.org or Martha Process (Children’s Services Director) at msmithprocess@baycliff.org
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BAY CLIFF CAMP INDEPENDENCE: AUGUST 18-24, 2019
Camp Independence provides an outdoor, recreational experience for adults with physical disabilities. This week–long, residential program
provides an opportunity for adults to spend time with their friends (new and old) and experienced staff members as they gather around the
campfire cooking s’mores or going out on the pontoon boat in search of the biggest catch of the day on Lake Independence! Whether camping, kayaking, picnicking with the H.O.G.s, or performing in the talent show, a wonderful time is had by all. For more information on Camp
Independence and the application process, visit our website at www.baycliff.org or contact Theresa Palmer, Therapy Director at
tpalmer@baycliff.org or phone (906)345-9314.

rograms!

Send a Child to Camp This Summer!
Make Legacy Gift!

Imagine the good that could be done if our alumni, parents
and friends made a legacy gift, or remembered Bay Cliff in
their Will or Estate Plan. The impact would be immeasurable!
A legacy gift is often made in memory or honor of a person
or family, and the gift can be designated to support camperships, programs or facility improvements.

Legacy gifts will enable Bay Cliff to:

• Enhance and grow the “life-changing” children’s summer
•
•
•
•

therapy program.
Develop new and needed programs for children and
adults with disabilities.
Partner with other organizations to meet the needs of
underserved populations.
Provide long-term financial stability for Bay Cliff to meet
present and future needs of a dynamic, growing mission.
Complete much needed building renovations and maintain a highly functional, fully accessible, year-round camp
facility.

Development Fund - Meeting Present Needs!

Gifts to the Bay Cliff Development Fund are unrestricted and
will be used to meet current program/facility needs and priorities. The Development Fund also provides the resources
to meet unforseen financial challenges. Donors may designate their gift to meet a specific need. Donations of all
amounts, large or modest, are welcome and appreciated.

Endowment Fund - Keeps Giving Forever!

Gifts to the Bay Cliff Endowment Fund are restricted. The
amount of the original gift will never be spent, but will be
invested and allowed to grow. The income will be used each
year to support program and facility needs, in keeping with
the donor’s wishes. (For example, an endowment gift of
$150,000, designated to sponsor a campership, would generate the income to meet the costs for a child to attend Bay
Cliff each summer.) The minimum gift to establish a named
and designated endowment is $10,000.
Both Development and Endowment funding is hugely important for the future of Bay Cliff and our ability to continue
being that place where dreams come true.
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of a Legacy gift!

Make A
Difference!
Join us
this summer!

Do you know someone
who is interested in a life
changing learning experience? Encourage them to join
the Bay Cliff staff this summer! Bay
Cliff is a not-for-profit therapy and wellness center for children and adults with physical disabilities. Bay Cliff’s flagship
program is a two-month, residential therapy camp session
serving children with orthopedic, speech, hearing, and
vision disabilities. The children work towards goals of
heightened independence and living a fuller life. Bay Cliff
is located on the spectacular Lake Superior coast-line in Big
Bay, with nearby waterfalls, overlooks, woods, and lakes for
the adventure seeker!
A summer at Bay Cliff is a life changing experience for both
campers and staff! Anyone interested in building a college
or career resume while serving others in a wholesome family environment, will find a home at Bay Cliff filled with a
life time of memories. In order for Bay Cliff to continue to
provide high quality therapy programming and a rich camp
experience for every child we need physical, occupational,
and speech therapists, along with counselors, life guards,
and activity instructors. Essential supporting areas include
dining room and laundry and linen aides along with
grounds keepers. Everyone plays a role in providing a positive experience for our campers!
Dates of employment are June 9th- August 4th, 2019. Room
and board, new friends, and a personally rewarding experience await at Bay Cliff! Volunteer or salaried positions are
available. Fill out an application online at www.baycliff.org
or contact us at (906) 345-9314 for more information.
Positions are filling fast, so check it out today!

Remember Bay Cliff in Your Will

A gift through your will is one of the most meaningful legacies you can provide for your family and to Bay Cliff. Your will
allows you to provide for your loved ones after your death,
and also is an opportunity to make a wonderful difference for
the children to pursue their hopes and dreams for the future.

More specific instructions may also be provided regarding
your gift. If you would like to learn more about will and
bequest opportunities, or if you would like to meet with a
Bay Cliff representative, please contact Bay Cliff Health
Camp at (906) 345-9314 or baycliff@baycliff.org.

Your gift to Bay Cliff may be expressed in these words:
I give and bequeath the sum of $__________ (or % of my estate)
to Bay Cliff Health Camp for its most important priorities.

Watch for the 2019 CAMPERSHIP APPEAL Coming in June!
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Win a 2019
Harley Davidson
FLDE Deluxe
Proceeds to Bay Cliff Health Camp
Tickets can be purchased at Bay Cliff Health Camp, Econo
Foods, or from any Superior Chapter H.O.G. as well as
many other local establishments.

Drawing August 17, 2019 6:00 P.M.

Good Stewardship

Managing Resources Responsibly!
7.6% Administration
5%

Fundraising

87.4%

Program

Upcoming 2019 Special Events

July 11

August 17

Bay Cliff Open: A Camper Celebration
Marquette Golf & Country Club
Mark Aho Financial Group

Harley Davidson Bike Show & Raffle
American Legion Hall, Little Lake
Harley Owners Group (HOG)

Upcoming Spring and Summer Programs

March 29-31

Spring Retreat;

May 8-10

5th Grade Outdoor Education Camp

May 15-17

Camp REACT

May 16-19

Instructor Development Workshop

May 17-19

U.P. Down Syndrome Family Weekend

May 19-24

7th Grade Science Camp

May 31-June 2

Becoming an Outdoors Woman (BOW)

Catholic Campus Ministries
Marquette Area Public Schools

Children with Autism – Dickinson-Iron ISD
Sea Kayaking Specialists

U.P. Down Syndrome Association
Marquette Area Public Schools
Department of Natural Resources

June 15-16 – Aug 5 Bay Cliff Children’s Summer Therapy Camp
Percentages from 2017 Bay Cliff Audit
Makela, Toutant, Hill & Nardi, PC

Under Mr. Ben’s watchful eye!

Bay Cliff Health Camp: Children with disabilities

Aug 8-11

Camp STAR

Aug 12-17

Cross Country Running Camp

Aug 12-17

U.P. Rec Camp

Aug 14-17

Cross Country Running Camp

Aug 18-24

Camp Independence

Aug 23-25

Cedar Tree Retreat

STAR Children’s Bereavement Services
McComb High School
Goodwill Industries
Ishpeming High School

Bay Cliff Health Camp: Adults with disabilities
Cedar Tree Institute Hospice

Bay Cliff Health Camp
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