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Bay Cliff's 2021 Summer Therapy Camp was a resounding success! Find
out more about it inside, as well as how we believe our camp experience

changes lives for the better.



In Review: Summer 2021
Keeping children, families, and

staff safe is a top priority for

Bay Cliff. As the calendar

turned to 2021, we realized

that a full, in-person summer

camp experience would not be

possible. With that, planning

was underway for Bay Cliff

Virtual Camp 2021!  A key

addition to this summer's

virtual camp was our seasonal 

staff. This included 8 therapists

and 6 "camp staff", all eager to

deliver top-tier programming to

our children. All seasonal staff

lived on-site, enjoying meals and

recreation time together

between hosting online

gatherings, activities, and

therapy sessions for the

campers. 

At the beginning of the second

week, covid restrictions were

lifted. We were able to offer in-

person therapy sessions to our

children!  Over the course of the

summer our families made 96

visits to Bay Cliff. 

 

A hybrid summer camp

experience was born - 

in-person therapy and virtual

camp activities led by a

small, but mighty, camp

staff!  

Together, we created a truly

special experience for those  

we serve.

The summer staff takes time for fellowship on a camping trip in the

Upper Peninsula woods.
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SUMMER 2021

The Camp Staff
What makes camp feel like camp? Traditional

activities, camp songs, getting outside, and spending

time together all play a part. Six committed young

people worked together as a team to create

meaningful experiences for all Bay Cliff's campers.

events, all while adorned in silly

costumes. They created an interactive

Oregon Trail game, in which camper

decisions led to different outcomes, all

dutifully recorded while dressed in Wild

West garb. For the 4th of July, they

paraded through Bay Cliff's pathways, all

the while recording the celebration to

share with campers at home. You

guessed it - more costumes!

Composed of four returning staff members from

2019 and two new faces, this crew demonstrated

immense creativity in their work. They produced a

daily news show for the campers, with features on

everything from the weather to the coming day's
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Twice a day, campers logged on to meet

with the camp staff and each other in

live sessions. These took the form of

dance parties, arts and crafts projects,

and a unique chance for children and

families to "Ask the Doctor" with

pediatrician Dr. Mike Nidiffer. Time spent

together is fundamental to the camp

experience, and this crew delivered on

that promise to our community.



The Therapy Squad
Therapy remains at the heart of Bay Cliff's

mission, and the return of full therapy for

the summer of 2021 felt like a triumphant

return to normalcy. Eight therapists from

fields of physical, occupational, and

speech therapy made up the summer

contingent.

Working tirelessly during staff orientation

week, this team turned an idea into reality

- the possibility of holding therapy

sessions in-person on camp!

Virtual therapy sessions also continued

throughout the summer. Using tools both new

and old, the therapy team helped children

reach their goals. Simple, but effective,

equipment included downward-facing tablet

stands, which allowed a therapist to

demonstrate a skill on a tabletop while still

speaking face-to-face with a camper. This

solution came through the creative thinking of

this extraordinary team, combined with the

ingenuity and craftsmanship of Bay Cliff's own

maintenance department.

This quickly became a summer highlight, as

many families were able to make the day

trip up to Bay Cliff. Some local campers

were even able to attend on a regular

basis. The work that went into the

logistics and communication to make this

happen was nothing short of monumental. 

Because of their work this summer, not only

with the campers but also in organizing,

cleaning, and labeling equipment, the 2021

therapy squad has set up Bay Cliff for success

as we look towards Summer 2022 and beyond!
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T H E  P E O P L E  W H O  M A D E  T H I S  A M A Z I N G  S U M M E R  P O S S I B L E



In 2020, the Bay Cliff staff took time to

reflect on what lies at the core of Bay Cliff's

mission, vision, and beliefs.  Our spring and

summer publications in 2021 have

emphasized how Bay Cliff changes lives for

the better, and how our community ties

make that happen. We'll conclude the 2021

series with this belief statement:

"At Bay Cliff Health Camp, we
believe that camp promotes

growth, builds confidence, and
fosters independence."

What do you think about when you think of

camp? The scent of campfires, the feel of a

cool breeze off the lake, or the light of the

late afternoon sun streaming through the

maple leaves, perhaps? Sturdy buildings that

have stood the test of time, doing the same

things now that they did 80 years ago?

Rugged and rustic conditions that challenge

you in new ways, but still manage to make

you feel at home? At Bay Cliff, we value the

profound effects that our outdoor

environment has on all who enter our gate.

We embrace the challenges of spending the

summer here, knowing that together, we'll

leave with soaring confidence and

heightened independence.

Our Beliefs
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Bequests in a will or trust (sample language below)
Beneficiary designations in a retirement fund [e.g., IRA, 401(k), 403(b)]
Beneficiary designation in a life insurance policy
Outright gift of life insurance cash value [e.g., policy that is no longer needed]

Bay Cliff Health Camp invites you to join an incredible group of friends who have invested in our
mission and our future through legacy giving. This special group of individuals have chosen to include
a gift to Bay Cliff in their will or estate plans. These planned gifts – some large, some small – help to
fund new and existing programs, improve therapy services and equipment, and to build new and/or
improved, full-access buildings. 
 
Joining is as simple as notifying us of your planned gift intention. We are happy to help you decide how
your planning today can build a bright future for tomorrow.  The most common types of legacy gifts:
 

 
Sample bequest language: "I give and devise to Bay Cliff Health Camp, PO Box 310, Big Bay, Michigan,
49808, Tax ID #: 38-06000167 the sum of $__________ dollars (or state percentage of estate or piece of
property) to be held, administered, and used by the Board of Directors for support of Bay Cliff Health
Camp in the area of greatest opportunity."

You are invited to become a part of the future of Bay Cliff – to invest in the future of our children. They

are our shining example of what it means to persevere, to be resilient, to face challenges – come what

may. Your gift now will pay it forward for years to come.  Won't you join us? 

BAY CLIFF HEALTH CAMP
P.O. Box 310, Big Bay, MI 49808 – baycliff@baycliff.org

906-345-9314
 facebook.com/baycliff – baycliff.org 

Publication costs generously sponsored by an anonymous donor

SHINE LIGHT TO THE FUTURE
CONSIDER A LEGACY GIFT


