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As we prepare for Summer Therapy Camp
2022, let's remember as we look forward. 



Good Times I Remember
Every year, Bay Cliff impacts the lives of hundreds of people and each of them carry their own

collection of memories with them at the end of the summer. Two of these  people joined the

administrative team in 2021. Both were greatly influenced by their time as summer staff members.

Join us in welcoming Seth Rowles as Camp Director and Christi Schmitt as Therapy Director!
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Introducing Seth Rowles, Camp Director
To understand why I applied to

work at Bay Cliff full time, it is

important to meet 19-year old

Seth. I was accepted to

Michigan State University after

graduating from Ontonagon

(along with my 39 classmates).

To say I felt culture shock

would be an understatement. I

remember feeling lost,

insecure, and lacking in a sense

of purpose. I decided late in my

spring semester to apply to

work at Bay Cliff, having been

introduced the summer prior

through the UP All-Stars. I was

deeply moved by my brief time

there, especially having the

opportunity to eat supper with

the campers. This allowed me

to push past my anxiety

related to being a camp

counselor.

A couple of months later, I was

greeting my five Unit II

campers and their families.

Throughout the summer, there

were many moments of

laughter and growth, along with

some self-doubt. One vivid

memory I have was one of my

campers, who was brand new

to Bay Cliff, winning Unit II's

camper-of-the-week award, the

Golden Coyote. Probably one of

my proudest moments in my

life. It is very difficult to put

into words how truly

transformative it is to be part

of such a giving mission. For

the 7 weeks of Summer

Therapy Camp, I was devoted

to helping my campers

succeed, I rarely had time to

think about myself. What a

beautiful thing to be a part of.

 

Three Bay Cliff summers later,

I had grown from a struggling

19 year-old to a confident,

professional social worker -

owing a great deal of my

career purpose (helping

children) to Bay Cliff. I was

driven to move to Marquette

to have more opportunities to

volunteer at camp. When the

camp director job was posted,

it was an answer to my dream

of working at camp full time.

My professional goal is to

better the lives of children,

and there is not a better place

to do that than Bay Cliff. I look

forward to more memories,

and I hope you will feel

compelled to help us continue

providing a place for our

campers to thrive, to grow,

and to feel loved.
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Introducing Christi Schmitt,
Therapy Director
I first heard about Bay Cliff

while shadowing a physical

therapist who worked with

an outgoing camper during

the school year. Soon after,

I signed up to work as a

counselor in Unit I as an

internship to complete my

Exercise Science degree

from Michigan Tech. I made

many memories that first

summer. A particular

highlight was fishing

campers and staff out of

the frog pond! I left that

summer feeling utterly

exhausted, but with a

network of close friends

that I still keep in touch

with today. By winter time, I

had this undeniable feeling

that I needed to come back.

I returned for two more

summers as a counselor

before starting grad school.

Those summers proved

invaluable. I was able to spend

time in different therapies,

assist orthotists in the brace

making process, learn about

many diagnoses, and

understand the perspective of

people living with disabilities.

These experiences helped me

be admitted into a highly

respected physical therapy

program. I developed a frame

of reference that gave me a

distinct advantage in my

classes in PT school. Bay Cliff

was a motivator for me

throughout, knowing that once

I finished, I could return to

camp as a therapist. 

After becoming a PT and

gaining some experience in

pediatrics, I joined an

amazing team of BC

therapists in 2015. The

following year I moved back

to Marquette County and

was able to volunteer at

camp for several years

while working as an

outpatient pediatric PT

prior to becoming the

Therapy Director in fall of

2021. My favorite part of

Bay Cliff over the years has

been the friendships with

staff and campers that feel

like family. 
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In 2022, we will be drawing on everything

that makes this place special. At the

conclusion of each summer, staff and

campers sing "Remember" together. The

song evokes all of the best memories of

the summer, bringing smiles and tears to

each face. This year, we will remember as

we look forward to a promising future. 

"Remember the times we've had here
Remember when you're away

Remember the friends you've made here
And don't forget to come back someday

Remember around the campfire
Those hikes in our woods too

For you, friends, belong to Bay Cliff
And Bay Cliff belongs to you"

It's been a whirlwind couple of years since

the Bay Cliff community last experienced

summer camp as we know and love it -

gathered together and singing on the Lake

Superior shore, listening to the crackling of

a campfire, having picnics in the orchard,

and making new friends. Remember?  Once

again, in 2022, we will put on bug spray and

hike in the woods, sleep in a tent, swim in

the pool, and laugh (a lot).  As your

thoughts are filled with the sights and

sounds of summer camp and you

"remember the times you had here"

consider joining us in our journey back to

Summer Therapy Camp.

Remember?
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Bequests in a will or trust (sample language below)
Beneficiary designations in a retirement fund [e.g., IRA, 401(k), 403(b)]
Beneficiary designation in a life insurance policy
Outright gift of life insurance cash value [e.g., policy that is no longer needed]

Bay Cliff Health Camp invites you to join an incredible group of friends who have invested in our
mission and our future through legacy giving. This special group of individuals have chosen to
include a gift to Bay Cliff in their will or estate plans. These planned gifts – some large, some small
– help to fund new and existing programs, improve therapy services and equipment, and to build
new and/or improved, full-access buildings. 
 
Joining is as simple as notifying us of your planned gift intention. We are happy to help you decide
how your planning today can build a bright future for tomorrow.  The most common types of legacy
gifts:
 

 
Sample bequest language: "I give and devise to Bay Cliff Health Camp, PO Box 310, Big Bay,
Michigan, 49808, Tax ID #: 38-06000167 the sum of $__________ dollars (or state percentage of
estate or piece of property) to be held, administered, and used by the Board of Directors for
support of Bay Cliff Health Camp in the area of greatest opportunity."

You are invited to become a part of the future of Bay Cliff – to invest in the future of our children.

They are our shining example of what it means to persevere, to be resilient, to face challenges –

come what may. Your gift now will pay it forward for years to come.  Won't you join us? 

BAY CLIFF HEALTH CAMP
P.O. Box 310, Big Bay, MI 49808 – baycliff@baycliff.org – 906-345-9314
facebook.com/baycliff – baycliff.org 
Publication costs generously sponsored by an anonymous donor

WILL YOU HELP US?
CONSIDER A LEGACY GIFT


